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THE 


EDITOR to the PUBLIC. 


F INCE the ft di Ringuiſhed Cha- 

ra ters of the preſent Day have borne | 
aucb ample Teſtimony to the Candour, 
ar well as to the Eminent Abilities 

our Author, the very Name of 

O Li ART carries with ilſelf ſuch 
_ cight and is become „ reſpectable 8 
e nongſt the liberal minded of every 
deſcription, as to render Panegyric 
both vague and ſuperfluous. The 
 Produfions therefore of his animated - 
Din, cannot fail to awake the at- 
/ention of all Parties; more eſpecially 
when employed on a Subject of ſo 
erging a Nature as the follw- 
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„ SY1TWv 


' OF THE 


1\/PORTANT CONTROVERSEY 


BETWEEN 


Doctor CARROLL and the Reverend 
Meflrs. WHARTON and Hawk KINS, 


including, Kc. 


81K. 


have not had time to give the 


three pamphlets you were fo kind as to 
[ond me from London, a peruſal ; much 


| lefs have J had leiſure to digeſt my re- 


marks on them, with that deliberation, 7 
which the importance of the ſubje& in 


debate requires. In the firſt, (which 


apears to have given birth to the other 


two) the Author, who ſtyles himſelf 
- ate Chaplain to the Catholics of Worce/ter, 


o:nplains of two heavy and unwarrant- 
able conſtraints, under which he la- 
boured, whilſt he profeſſed himſelf 4 
B catho- 


N TIL. within theſe few days, * 
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catholic clergyman; the one, a proh i. 
tion to chuſe his religion from ſcripture, 


according to his fancy; the other, * hich 
ſeems to him ſtill more grievous, is, 


the being debared the privilege of talking 
to himſelf a female belpmate, by whole 
aſſiſtance he might be enabled to explain 
them in a more Jer/ib/e manner. The 


iecond 1 perceive is written by another 


clergyman, who, from ſimilar motives 
with the gentleman juſt mentioned, has 


allo read his recantation : kitherto this 


gentleman has not favoured the world 
with any treatiſe calculated to ref; m 
the vitiated morals of a corrupt age 

but for this omiſſion he has made amplc 
amends, by contributing to the Prog. 
gation of the human ſpecies, as Well by 
his example, as by his celebrated c 
againſt celibacy. If virginity be a monſter, 

monſirum horrendum mgens, he is to b 

ranked in the front of thoſe heroes 
Who are ready to encounter and deit1oy 
it. The third has for its author an or- 
thodox divine, Dr. Carroll, who has 
blended the politeneſs of a gentleman, 
with the erudition of a ſcholar, and the 
information of an able writer: of hin: ! 
ſhall take occaſion to make mention at 


the cloſe of my letter. = 
; | 1 
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TL _ . 
As to the two former, I ſhould have 
ſeft them for ever in the undiſturbed 
enjoyment. of their pRIESTESSES, and the 


propagation of their mixed religious race, 


had they not revived thoſe controverſies, 


which the liberality of an enlightened. 


and philoſophic age has doomed to doze 


on the ſhelves of college libraries : or 
| had they not made the ungenerous at- 


tempt to draw on the Englith catholics 


the hatred of their proteſtant neighbours, 


by the revival of the hackneyed charge 


of their denouncing damnation againſt _ 
| heretics, and the prohibition of ſcriptu- 


| ral information, 


Hap not the PosTsCR r to the Lon- 


don edition of Dr. Carroll's Addreſs, 
ſuggeſted the real motives of theſe pre- 
tended converſions, the complaints. of 


the converts themſelves againſt chaſtity, 
uud their ſubſequent conduct, would 
| have enabled me to form my conjectures. 


One of them ſets forth with the mo- 


deſty of a veſtal;* the Poſſſcript removes 


the veil with a gentle hand, and expoſes 


Mr. W. rt-n in his Letter to the Catholics of 
32 As 


Worceſter, 
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As to the remark in the poſtſcript. 
quoted from the celebrated author ot 
the Internal Evidence of the Chriſlian 
Religion, Soame Jennings, Eſq. in which 
he ſets the unbridled paſſions of man, at 
variance with his judgment, and aſcribes 
the victory to the former, when he 
yields to their ſway ; never was a maxim 
in ethics better founded in truth, nor 
more applicable to the caſe of Meſſis. 
Wh-rt-n and H-k-ns, 


T nx corruption of the heart, lea; 
inſenſibly to the errors of the mind. 
Soloman himſelf, the wiſeſt of men, 
gave too great a ſcope to his paſſion for 
women, before he offered ſacrifice to 
idols. Perhaps he acted in contradic- | 
tion to ; his judgment : the lame 
might have been the caſe with theſe 
gentlemen, when they both tramp- 
led on their vows of chaſtity, the ob- 
ſervance of which, they would not have 
found ſo difficult, had they continued 
in the practice of the evangelical pre- 
cepts, WATCH AND PRAY. They now 
amuſe the public with apologies fort her 
conduct; but the judicious part of the 
public will ever ſuſpect the candour of 
apologies, which originate in n | 
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and the love of carnal pleaſures. Our 


paſſions may engage us in faults, which 
however we may attempt to reconcile to 
ourſelves, by ſilencing the voice of con- 
ſcience, ſtill expoſe us to public cenſure, 
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Pride ſteps in as an auxiliary to palliate 
our crimes; and hence the apologies of 


our religious changelings to juſtify the 
_ 4oanton breach of the vows they made to 
God. 0 e LO pop onto ap 


Wuzn theſe gentlemen exchanged 


their breviaries for Calvides Latus's Calli- 
pellia,* and their ſacerdotal veſtments for 
the ceftus of Venus, the catholics of Eng- 
land did not ring the alarm bell : they 
conſidered the ſeparation of ſuch perſons 
as no lofs to their religion; nor as any | 
precious acquiſition to that which they 


C The Art of begettyng pretty Children, an heroic | D 


poem, written in elegant Latin verſe, in which all 
the rules of that art are laid down; RULES by far 


more agreeable to fleſh and blood, than the rules of 


a Sr. BENEDICT OR IGNATIus. How far the 
budy of them may tend to influence the features of 
Mattis. H-k-ns and Whert-n's children, I will not 
take upon me to ſay ; of this however I am certain, 


than all over Europe, the children of thoſe who have 


een orders in the Roman church (next to hang- 
nian and prieſtcatchers) make the moſt forbidding 
wppearance. . II 
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ſeigned to embrace: they knew, that a 
catholic clergyman, Who tramples on 
| his vows, renounces his breviary, and 
deſerts the ſacred altar, would as ſoon 
become a turkiſh Iman at Conſtan- 
tinople as @ parſon in England, were it 
not through the dread of the operation 
of the circumciſion knife, 


Ix return for the ſupport which they 
gave thele gentlemen whilſt they were 
; 13 to their foibles, the catholics 
of Worceſter had aright to expect that 
their religion would not be bandied a- 
bout in flying pamphlets, in order again 
to become the topic of converſation, 
amongſt an inſpired rabble, who, with _ 
ſimilar religious libels to their chaplain's 
letter in the one hand, and a faggot in 
the other, attempted to plunder the 
Bank, and lay the capital of England in 
aſhes, in the year 1780, under pretence 
tl of purging the land from the errors of 
Mr. Weſtley's Letter in Defence of the Protestant 
 Aſlociations—their Appeal to the People of Great 
Britain=—and ſeveral other fanatical publica 
were induftriouſly circulated about that time, fo 
laudable purpoſe of fanning the embers of popular 
Piejudice againſt popery: the flames of which at 1! 


burſt 
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Ix the choice of ſpiritual guides, it 1s 
more prudent in the catholics of Wor- 
ceſter to follow thoſe whoſe ſincerity 


they cannot doubt---who are ready to 
ſtand or fall with them in the cauſe of 
 conſcience---who prefer penal laws--- 


legal diſqualifications and every oppreſ- 
ſion which the miſguided policy of 


former reigns has impoſed on them, to 
the rights of citizens and flattering 


proſpe&ts of a fleeting life, ſooner than 


violate the obligations they contracted 
with the Almighty, at the foot of his 
ſacred altar. it is more prudent in 


them, I ſay, to follow ſuch guides, 


burſt forth in fo furious a manner, {not only againſt 
the Chapels, dwelling-houſes, &c. of catholics, but 


allo againſt the habitations of ſeveral reſpectable pro- 


teftants) that nothing leſs was expected than the utter 


extirpation of the conſtitution in church and ſtate, as 
well as popery——thus, when the fire of an enthuſiaſ- 
tic zeal is once heated, there can be no bounds pre- 
ſeribed g re, 
Tor zeal's a dreadful termagant, 
That teaches Saints to tear and rant; 
© Turns meek and ſecret ſneaking ones © 
To rawheads fierce, and bloody bones: 
*« And not content with endleſs quarrels 
_** Againſt the wicked, and their moral:, 
„The Gibellines, for want of Gu, 
** Divert their rage upan themſetucs,” = 
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than to follow thoſe whoſe ſincerity 
they have every reaſon to queſtion. 
whom the love of caſe and pleaſure has 
ſeduced from the ſanctity and ſeverity 
of the clerical profeſſion, and. to whom 

F# the words of Eraſmus, to ſimilar apoſ- 
S i tates of his time, may be applied, 5 
, terday a monk, to- -day a ANG. and 
to-morrow a father.” 


Taz late chaplain may ay to the 
catholics of Worceſter, come and follow 
me! A ratholic cannot Jet out with that jrec- 
dom of enquiry—read the ſcriptus ei 
Jor yourſelves, &c. The broachers of the 
moſt abominable errors have ſounded 
the fame charge, and given the oy 
falutary advice. Bernard Ochin, t 
_ firſt general of the capuchins, NE 
a wench to follow him out of Italy, atter 
he had embraced the new opinions wh! 
then began to ſpread. Bayle, in h. 
Critical Dictionary, juſtifies him in an | 
ironical manner, by ſaying, he %% Ä 
the young woman out of Babylon, as Fral- 
mus juſtified Ocolampadius upon a um- 
lar occaſion, by ſaying, he married a bu 
laſs to mortify the fleſh, Ochinus was © 
celebrated for his learning and ER 


ledge of the eriptures, as he was le- 
e 2004 ned 


1 


nowned for his oratory in the pulpit. 


He retired to Poland, where in juſtifi- 


cation of his having more wives than 
one at a time, he publiſhed his treatiſe in 
favour of poligamy, as Mr, H-k-ns has 


{ct out with that freedom of enquiry ſo 
much recommended by the late chaplain 
of the catholics of Worceſter—gave 


crowned with ATHEISM in his work en- 


titled the Hiſtory of (what he calls) the 
three impoſtors, Moſes, Chriſt and 


Mahomet, 


NumMBERLEss are the inſtances of the 
monſtrous effects of this freedom of en- 
quiry propoſed by thoſe enlightened a- 
poſtles, who after having began with the 
/pirit, finiſhed with the fleſh, In the begin- 
ning they affect the ſerious many of 
a tragic writer, by painting, in ſable 
colours, the miſeries that attend our 
ſubſection to authority! the misfortunes 
_ of the noble ſoul ſhackled in the fetters 
of obedience to paſtors, LIKE A FAIR 
ZE.NOBIA IN THE CHAINS OF A TYRANT! 
our uncharitableneſs, in excluding from 
eternal bliſs, and conſigning to perdition, 
Chriſtians of every deſcription except our- 


C __ ſelves! 


publiſhed his treatiſe againſt celibacy. He 


full ſcope to his reſearches, which were 


1 
. 
wo 


Mlieſſrs. W. and H. only flightly glance 
5 at. 2 And : here I cannot omit the Juoh 
_ © cious remark of an jngenuous writers; 
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ſelves! Theſe are ſerious themes, and or 


ſo affecting a nature as to enable a poet of 
moderate genius to work up 4 tolerable 


religious tragedy, were it now the cu{. 


tom as in the 14th century to exhibit 


ſuch pieces on the ſtage, if at the diſco. 


veiy or unravelling of the plot they had 
not the effects of Comedy, in exciting the 


laughter of the audience when they came 
to know that all this ſolemn buſtle wa; 
about a wife, 1 


Bur let us come to the charges ſo 


often exhibited againſt catholics, either | 
for the purpoſe of ſtigmatizing them 
with ignorance of the knowledge of the | 
ſcriptures, to render them contemptible; 
or with uncharitableneſs in dooming | 
their diſſenting fellow chriſtians to per- 
dition, to make them the objects of 
public deteſtation ; or with an unwar⸗ 
rantable ſeverity, in laying cruc! re- 
| ſtraints on their clergy, to ſhew thc de- 
potiſm and tyranny of popery, Such 


© -,»agcuſgtions operate more. effectually on 
7 1 ie 


aſſions, than difference of be 


atters purely ſpeculative 5. wich. | 
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tt the enemies of a religion never underſtand 


it, becauſe they hate it; and they often hate 
it, becaufe they do not underſtand it; therefore 
they adopt the moſt atrocious calumnies againſt 


;,'* How often, and how far this re- 


mark has been verified with regard to 
the catholics of Great Britain and Ire 


land, is but too well known to the 


informed and impartial. But, to return 


Tux firſt book that was put into my 


hands after my ſpelling book, was the 
Pſalter of David, and the New Tefta« 
ment. A tranſlation of the Old and 
New Teſtaments, by the Engliſh colle-' © 
LT .- of Rheimes and Doway, wo been in 
the hands of the catholic laity of theſe _ 
nations for almoſt theſe two hundred 
years paſt ; for the truth of this, 1 ap- 


Vea to Meſſrs. H. and W. themſelves. 


Away then, jor ever, with ſo futile and 
groundleſs an accuſation ! It is not the 
reading the ſcriptures, but a fa/ſe interpre- 


tation of them, that is prohibited amongſt 


us. We believe, that the ſacred depo- 
ſitum of faith is committed to the cuſtody 

ot the catholic church, and that ſhe 
cannot admit its adulteration by the 


* Gibbon, Eflai ſur la Literature, 
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6.14 Y 
arbitrary interpretations of individuals, 
She will not, neither can ſhe permit, 
even the moſt ſage and learned of her 
doctors to interpret theſe words, wy. 
 FaTHER IS GREATER THAN I, in the 
ſenſe of Socinus or Crellius, who inter 


from this paſſage, that the myſtery of 


the trinity is a vulgar error. Neither will 
ſhe permit them to interpret, I AND wy 
 FaTHER ARE ONE, in the ſenſe of the 
Antitrinitarians, who infer from this 
ee not a co- equal and conſubſtantial, 
but a moral union, ſuch as ſubſiſts berween | 
God and a juſtified man in the ſtate of | 
grace; much leſs will ſhe ſuffer the 
ruſtics of her communion who can but 
juſt read, to give a carnal interpretation 
to the Song of Solomon, ſo replete with 
ſenſible images, that Voltaire, in his PHi- 
loſophical Dictionary, ridicules it as an 
obſcene ballad; and Whiſton, who p:0- 
pheſied the downfal of popery in the 
year of our Lord 1704, uſes every argu- 
ment to deſtroy its authenticity; altho' 
proteſtant churches admit it into the 
number of their canonical books. We 
muſt leave the fate of the dead to HN 
that has paſſed ſentence on them; het. 
in all human appearance, it would he 
been better for theſe two learned blau- 
phemers to have believed more, and 
23 :. Tread 


5 


read leſs; and after a ſincere ſorrow for 
their ſins, to have expired, ſaying from 
the bottom of their hearts, I believe 
1 the Holy Ghoſt, the holy catho- 


* lic church.“ 


gur commands the married people of 
her communion to get their children 
baptized, though Barclay in his Apology 


for the Quakers, denies the neceſſity of 


ſoch an initiation, She never will per- 


mit her brawny peaſants to ſit down and 


interpret the impenetrable myſteries of 
the Apocalypſe, nor ſuffer them to ſet 
up evangelical roſtrums on Sundays in 
the ſtreets and highways in order to 
become preachers of new doctrines 


| faſhioned according to their groſs ideas 
to a rude and illiterate rabble, in imita- 


_ tion of that tall Goſpeller condemned to 
work in the fortifications of his Pruſſian 


majeſty, who after having perſuaded a 
let of his deluded followers from the 
_ revelations of St. John that he was the 


perſon mentioned therein appointed to 


brea® the ſeven ſeals, as a proof of his 


miſſion in one day deflowered ſeven vir- 


gins, who were preſented by their 2 


thers to the nuptials of this new meſſiah, 


ver- grounm lamb, WS 
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_ SHE is aware of the horrid conſequen- 
ces attending an uncontrolled interpre- 
tation of the ſcriptures, as well among} 
the learned, as the ignorant of her com- 
munion; and therefore, although ſhe 

rmits the reading of them, ſhe pro- 

- hibits any interpretation which may alter 
that pivI NR FAITH, which ſhe herſelf 
Hat not the power to change. Such as it 
| has been handed down to her, pure and 
unaltered from its off ſource, ſuch ihe 
ucceeding generations, 

to the end of time. In reſtraining them = 
under ſuch limitations, ſhe effectually 
guards them againſt the monſtrous, 


and contradictory doctrines, which ae 


daily ſpringing up, which have ſprung 
up from the very infancy of chriſtia- 
nity, and at different periods will ſpring 
up till time ſhall be no more. Tis, 
the catholic church, like a fond and tender 
mother, cautions her children againſt 
unwholeſome, poiſonous and dead) 
== W 


Win regard to thoſe who have been 
born without her pale, and to Won 
the errors of their fathers have been 
tranſmitted in ſo long a ſucceſſion as 

to make them hereditary, and coe 
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ty 7. 


quently for the moſt part involuntary, 


the is more lenient. 


blame 
within the bounds of ſubordination and 


due obedience. It is an authority which 


the conſiſtory of Geneva aſſumes to it- 


elf, and exerciſes over its ſubjects. It 
burnt Roſſeau's Emilius, though Roſſeau 
and Shafteſbury acknowledge, that the 
catholic church could do it with a better 
grace. The former, in Fa ere 


with his countrymen on their condu 


towards him, exhorts them, either to 
follow him in the walks of the religion 

of nature, or if they aſſume to them- 
ſelves any authority in matters of reli- 
gion, to ſubmit to the authority of the 
catholic church, which their fathers 
had quitted; alleging, that he was as 
free to diſſent from Geneva, as they 
were from Rome. Prove to me,” Jays 
he, „ that there is any authority on 
earth to which I am bound to ſubmit, 


_ * and to-mgrrow Pll become a catholic,” 
Et deman-j6 me ſait catholique 


Ik any religious communion be autho- 
ed to lay down rules for its members, 


No erſon has a right to control or 
her, for keeping her own children 
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Fry 
to command or prohibit what it think; 
may promote or obſtruct their ſpiritual 
welfare, why ſhould the catholic be 
diveſted of a ſimilar power? Shafteſbury 
himſelf, who aſcribes her power to 
the refinement of policy, as all frce- 
thinkers aſcribe the eſtabliſhment of 
chriſtianity to the fame cauſe, ſays, }- 
would find the exerciſe of eccleſiaſtical authority 
more tolerable under ſuch an hierarchy, lan 
under the ſevay of thoſe who are eternally con. 
rending with ber. This, ſays he, i: 
„ that antient hierarchy, which in re- 
* ſpect of its foundation, its policy, and 
4 the conſiſtency of its whole frame and 
„ conſtitution, cannot but appear, in 
ſome reſpect, auguſt and venerable, cven 
nin ſuch as we do not eſteem weak 
eyes. Theſe are the ſpiritual con- 
0 Nero: who like the firſt Cæſars, 
from tmall beginnings, eſtabliſned the |} 
* foundatibn of an almoſt univerſal mo- 
„ narchy. No wonder if at this day, the 
„ immediate view of the hierarchial re- 
s dence, the court and city of Rome, 
be found to have an extraordinary 
effect on foreigners of other later 
„ churches. No wonder if the amazed 
„ {ſurveyors are for the future ſo apt, 
E either to conceive the horrideſt aver- 
ban hoe db u don 


1 1 

ion to prieſtly government, or, on the 14 

*« contrary, to admire it ſo far as to with 1 
a coaleſcence with this antient mother 1: 1 
by church, 1 
Ix reality, the exerciſe of a power, 17:4 
however arbitrary or deſpotic, ſeems 4 12 
++ leſs tolerable under ſuch a ſpiritual | {| 
« ſovereignty, ſo extenſive, antient, and 1 
of ſuch long ſucceſſion, than under [| 18 
the petty tyranny, and mimical poli- \ 
ties of ſome new pretenders. The |, vi 
© former, may even perſecute with 1 i 1 
** tolerable grace; the latter, who would | 4 
* willingly derive their authority from = 
the former, and graft on their ſuc- i' {8 
10 ceſſive right, muſt neceſſarily make 3: 4580 
a very «ukward figure. And whilſt ; $5 
they affect the ſame authority in go- 3. 
+ vernment, they raiſe the higheſt r1- vil 
dicule in thoſe who have real diſcern- 11 
© ment, and diſtinguiſh or iginals from i 
bf —.— 0 mitato! es ſervum N — 435 | 
Wirx the 1 Whiſton, "whole: | 1}. 
en mlarged powers raiſed him above all the | off 
ters of the eighteenth century, by 3: BY 
n ndo wing him with the | neg of propheſy, : e 
14 
5 PEI RR 5 CharaQteriſtics, vol. iii. p. 31. Fn. || 
8 W Wen 1 "8 
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whereby he foretold the downfa] 
popery, the rebuilding of the tem. 
the reſtoration of the 
peaceful reign of the Millennium, 


happen in the year 1714, afterward 
1735, and at laſt, When at the exp 1. 


tion of thele two periods he found 1s 


Jews, 


— - > 


and the 


4 


| 5 


— 


v1 f 
111 


oracles were not yet accompliſhed, int 


Year 1 706; 


ton, whoſe {kill in philoſophy, 3 
and fathers, is ſo well known oe. 

the learned world, and who in his TH 
ry of the Earth, has diſplayed fuchs. 
tenſive knowledge, that we are temp! 
to believe a pre-exiſtent- ſtate, in . 

the Author of Nature had put the ©: con 
paſſionate Whiſton's hand to del. 
the figure of the earth, and give it hat 


ſhape "be thought fit; when this 8 


when the celebrated Wh! 


1] 
*} 4 
1414 


be 


+ . 


man became an Arian, and wrote to lc 
archbiſhops of Canterbury and VO 


_ reaſons of his ſeparation from the ch 
relates exert 


their paſtoral juriſdiction in condemn 


of England, 


thoſe p 


11111 


ed 


ſuch of his works as attacked tic! 


creed; 


derſtand, that his private judgment, 
ar bitrary! interpretation ot ſcripture, > 


| 


not to ſtand in competition with a 


and moreover gave hun to um- 


4d 


"TS. ad »4 


I * 
1. 4a & 
* 


2 i 


6275 
ri. Catholic prelates could do no 
Hiore. | 


ly the catholics of Worceſter followed 


their late chaplain's advice and example, 


in letting out on a religious ramble they 


would find the excurſion laborious and 


ilicult, amidſt the conflict of parties 
| variety of religious ſects, all appeal- 


_ to ſcriptures, and never agreeing 
mongft themſelves. My advice there- 


4 ? 


1. religion of their anceſtors—if they 


Wand be aſked the reaſon why they 
pre ter it to any other, they can give 
on {ame which. induced St. Augnitin 
Xo. become a catholic; though in his 
time there were as many different religi- 


011%, as there are now; and as many 


appeals made to ſcripture. © To aſk them 


why 1 remain as they are, is the fame 


Ws >the high road which has been fol- 


LA DE VP 


ther he does not go aftray. 


rrer the Eta inſtances of the re- 


ate 4 errors and deviations of ſo many 
mo 'N 2 Of” learned 


re is, that they remain content with 


thing as to aſk a traveller, why he fol- 


"wed for ages, It is the duty of the 
ma 11 who quits it, or who, by curiouſly 
lecheing after new paths has loſt his 
2 look about him, and enquire 
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learned men, from Simon the magician 
and cotemporary of the apoſtles, ta 
Arius in the fourth century; and from 
Arius to Mr. Whiſton in the eightcenth, 
and the numerous erroneous doctrune, 
condemned by the church, in ſo long a 
ſucceſſion of ages, a catholic muſt 
knowledge, that it is hazardous in ic 
extreme to change his creed; and the 
who ever takes his own private 
ment for his guide, in matters of ral 
gion, riſques the verifying St. Bernar('s 
remark, that @ man in becoming his c 
= e gien becomes the Jer of a fol 


Ir they read the ſcriptures i in ſearch of 
a new religion, whom are the 3 
of Worceſter to believe? Chriſt, 

commands them 70 lilen to the 3 01 
their late chaplain, who ſays, en t 


ger? Chriſt, who ſays, the gates & Lell! 


fhall never prevail againſt ber; or the ch 
lain, who ſays, they have? a St. Paul wha 
_ enforces obedience to paſtors, conſtitutas 
to watch over, and render an accom. 
of their flocks; or the chaplain v!1v | 
preaches re/tance to their authority? /\ >. 
Paul who diſtinguithes truth from e 
and who aſſerts, that the church 1s /” 
Pillar of the firſt, and that the latter 191! [t-- 


D 0 


3 


be guarded againſt, or the chaplain 


who affirms, that the beſt tence againſt 


error, is to give full ſcope to the fickle 
22 5 and inſtead of embracing the firm 


ar of truth, to graſp the ſhaking reed 3 
| 2 cy! In a word, man muſt be guided, 
bs 1 by his private judgment, or au- 


thority in matters of religion: the er- 
"015 of the learned, and the wild extra- 
vagance of the ignorant, who from time 


£3 


0 pros became "their own oracles, evi- 


dently demonſtrate, that the firſt is a 
| deceitful guide. If the mind of man 
then, naturally fickle and unſettled, 
ſtands in need of a guide in the road to 
eternal life, [ ſhall never heſitate to take for 
guide the catholic church, which con- 
tains in herſelf the authority of paſt 
ian future ages: nor ſhall I run here 
_ and there in queſt of my father's legacy, 


TY Alt 1 have it in my poſſeiBon, 


Ls | e church has her com- 
miſton regiſtered in the archives of chriſ- 


 tanity ; it 1s hers to interpret the law, 


it 1s my duty to obey: thus my faith = 
etembles the pillar which guided the 


W. ytaring Iraelites ; if it has the dark- 


% of a cloud, it has the brightneſs of 
fre; if it propuſes myſteries wrapped 


up 
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( 24 ) 
up in awſul obſcurity ; the motives of cre» 
dibility, and authority on which I be- 


lieve them, afford ul ligbt and ſufficicnt 
evidence to command my aſſent. 


Ir muſt then be acknowledged, ht 
the ſubmiſſion of a catholic to the 
church, is at leaſt as reaſonable as th4t | 
of any other chriſtian to the rules and 
inſtitutions of the ſociety to which 
belongs; and hiſtory informs us that thee 
ſocieties were never latisfied their mcm- 
bers ſhould believe ſcripture alone, but 
inſiſted moreover that they ſhould 1n- 
terpret them, in the ſenſs received by 
the paſtors and teachers of each ſocicty 
to which THEF belonged. i : 


IN vain do quakers, preſbyterian. 
anabaptiſts or methodiſts, open thei; 
bibles to prove the purity and ſubl imity 
of their reſpective doctrines ; the cita- 
bliſhed church will inſiſt on their finding 
out the thirty- nine articles in 3 0. 
otherwiſe ſhe excludes them from he: 
priviliges and benefices. On the other 
hand, the thirty-nine articles W Id 
meet with an unhoſpitable reception, a, 
ſcriptural intruders, in the kirk of Scat- 
land. Let eccleſiaſtical authority be 


er 


C25 


ever ſo much exploded, as an unſ apport- 


able tyranny, tis plain that every chriſ- 
tian fociety exerciſes it; and let the 


icht of private judgment be painted as 


the offspring of Heaven; on earth, indi- 
uals muſt aſſimilate its features, to 


the judgment of the ſocieties to which 


they belong. 


AxTER the ſynod of Dort had termi- 


hy e the great controverſy in Holland 
ween Gomar and Arminius, concern- 
ing predeſtination, it was in vain to 


lege the ſcriptures with the right of 
orivate judgment. The grand penſion— 
iy Barneveldt, ſpread his ſilver locks 
_ «11 the ſcaffold at the age of ſeventy-ſix, 
becaute he could not believe, that God 


tom all eternity predeſtinated mortals to 


-verlaſting damnation, without any re— 


| ard to their bad actions, but merely 


om his pure will and pleaſure. In 
vain did that venerable ſage plead the 


aht of private judgment, as the leading 


principle of the reformation : or that St. 
Paul declares at God wills all men to be 
Javed, and come to the knowledge of the 
vn; or that God himſelf declares, be 


2 oilleth not the death of a ſinner. His in- 
crpretation of thele texts, was different 


from 
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from that of the ſynod; and therefore, 
the executioners axe put an end to the 
controverſy. Grotius, the oracle 0 
kings, would have ſhared the ſame fate 
had he not made his eſcape from priton, 
and leaving a rigorous predeſtination to 
the Dutch, retired to France to enjoy 
that freedom, which had been refuf. a 
7 him 1 in his own country, 


Tuvs, this liberty, ſo much extollc! 
in theory, is fettered in practice. An 
thus, theſe very ſocieties, who hercto- 
fore were its warmeſt penegyriſts at then 
| ſeparation from the catholic church, 
either puniſh or diſqualify the indivi- 
__ duals 2 belong to them, for reducing 
to practice what” they themſelves have 
recommended, or force them to toll 
the maxim of the old philoſopher, u hv 
| ſaid, a vie man ſhould have two relitivi., 
one for himſelf, and another for his cout), 
In a word, this freedom of bee 
tion is one of thoſe ideas, which logs 
cians call PHANTASTICAL becauſe e 
have no conformity with any real acht. 
type. In the beginning of theſe con. 
vulſions, tending to overthrow Jong 
ſtanding eſtabliſhments, individuals : 46 


. take it for their ſtandard; but when 
the 


; (97) - 
they form congregations apart, and 
adopt a ſettled form of eccleſiaſtical go- 
vernment, under paſtors, ſuperiors, el- 
ders, or biſhops, call them what you . 
pleaſe, they limit and point out the 
mode of interpretation, and fix their 
_ own as the ſtandard of orthodoxy. 
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Ir the council of Trent would not 
permit Luther to interpret ſcripture 
in his own way, Luther in his turn, 
when he became the head of a new reli- 
gion, with peculiar liturgies, prayer 
hooks, and catechiſms would not allow 
Juinglius, whom he excommunicated, 

as well as the pope, for not believing his 
conſubſtantiation or real preſence ; Lu- 
ther, I ſay, would not ſuffer the ſacra- 
mentarians to interpret the goſpel as they 
| thought fit. And when Calvin became 
_ the MveT1 of Geneva, in oppoſition to 
the Roman pontiff, Servetus and others 
nad no alternative to chuſe, but the 
tazzot, or Calvin's interpretation of 
the Bible. How diſingenuous therefore 
are thoſe men, who, to encreaſe the 
Popular prejudices againſt catholics, ſet 
the profile of the picture to view, and 
L charge to one ſociety, what can evidently 
be laid to the a of all; if prevent- 
wh — ing 
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nature. 


. 


ing individuals from becoming, hat 


theſe ſocieties eſteem blaſphemers 01 
viſionaries, by a perverſe interpretation 
of the ſcriptures, can be accounted 


lx theſe reſpective ſocieties aſſume an 
ablolute control over their own mem— 
bers, and do not allow them a latitude of 


interpretation, contrary to the ſenſc of 
the collective body, in the name of heuven 
has the catholic church leſs authority? or 
mult her children renounce the apt; 
creed, and the authority of ages, to com- 
mence freethinkers ? Spinoza began, by 
examining all religions; and finiched 
his free enquirzes by having none: being 
ſo ſucceſsful as to diſcover there w:is x0 
oo rHER Gop but the extenſive mas of | 


Tux catholic therefore is unjuſti up- 
braided with favyb principles. If he tube 
mits to authority, he is not in a worle 
condition than any other chriſtian, who | 
ſubmits to the authority of that collec 
tive body of which he is a member. The 
authority to which he ſubmits, is tl 
greateſt on earth. If he takes icripture 
* his guide, he is as well authoriT ed to 


inter- 


e 
interpret it in a catholic ſenſe, as his 
adverſaries are authoriſed, to interpret 
it i 8 ie 


Bur a charge of a more enormous na- 


ture is brought againſt catholics, by the 
ate chaplain of Worceſter. It is that 

of being accomplices in the ſpiritual mur- 
ger of proteſtants, by excluding them 


om heaven, on account of their being 


:ntc&ed with the contagion of HERESY, 


But how far are catholics concerned in 


the falvation of ſuch, as are ſeparated 
from the communion of their church? 


Ouly as far as chriſtian charity obliges 


them to pray, Hat all man may be ſaved and 
come to the knowledge of the truth. They 
find the concern of their own ſalvation, 
ne eaſy, or unimportant affair; and he 
who would not wiſh to prevent the eter- 
nal loſs of a fellow creature, however 
intereſt, reſentment, or pride might ſe= 
 parate them in this life, deſerves not the 


lame of a chrifttan. 


As to the condemnation of heretics, 


and want of charity in catholicks in ex- 
cluding them from eternal life, they are 
_ artiices which miſrepreſentation has 


often uſed, to excite the clamour and 
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indignation of the ignorant and un. 
thinkin ing; A LEGERDEMAIN TRICK of 
controvertiſts, and anniverſary preachers; 
a trick, with which your two eccleſiaſ- 
tical recanters amuſe the public, # 0-4: 
to miereſt a proteſtant community in tle 
cauſe, and thereby palliate the breach of 
their vows, under the ſemblance of cha. 
rity and benevolence. 


Bron E the church aſſembled her ook 
cils, the condemnation of error- 
_ neceſſity of FATE, and rejection U. 
RESY, were enforced in the {criptures, 
The apoſtle, who, ſpeaking of hunie!f 
ſay ys, that be became all to all, in ord to 
gain all to Chrift, thou ht it no breac}: 
charity to write in 4 following man- 
ner to Titus, A man that is an lic, 
after the firſt and ſecond admonition re; 
knowing that he that is ſuch, ts Jab ve, b 'd, 
and finneth, being condemned of himſelf. (Vitus 
C. ili. v. 9. 10.) In proportion as «©7015 
ſprung up, this rule has been invariably 
followed. Religion,” ſays St. Auguſ- 
tine, is not to be ſought for amohaſt 
©. the philoſophers, ſince they app:ove | 
by their actions, the ſame worthip 
G« which they. condemn by their »/1i- 


K., . nor amongſt reer, bas no 
| 1 ve 


„ As 


C34 73 


« have no ſhare in the ſacraments of the 

« church; nor among ſchiſmatics, who, 
« have ſeparated themſelves from her 

« pale; nor amongſt the Jews, who 

expect no reward from God but {ſuch as 
© are temporal and tranſitory ; 3 only. 
© in the church untverſally ſpread throughout 

« the earth; which makes uſe of the 

«+ errors of others, for her own good: 

„ She makes uſe of the pagans, as the 
matter of her works; of heretics, as 
2 a proof of the purity of her doctrine; 
of ſchiſmatics, as a mark of her ſtabi- 

ity; and of the Jews, as an evidence 
* of her excellency. Thus, ſhe invites 
the heathens; thruſts out heretacs ; 
** torfakes ſchiſmatics; goes before the 
Jews; and yet ſhe opens to all en- 
trance into the myſteries, and a door 
of grace; either by forming the faith 
of the former, or reforming the errors 
of the latter; or by cauſing the laſt 
to return to her boſom; or by ad- 
nutting others into the ſociety of her 
children.“ Such are the ſentiments 
et St. Auguſtine, in his book de Vera 
Rellgione: of him, who had been formerly 
 intected with the Manichean hereſy, and 
wio, in his confeſſions, blames himſelf _ 135: W 
tor ſcorning to be a little one, in ſubmit- © 
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ting to the paſtors of the church. Ang 
| ſuch were the ſentiments of the primi- 
tive councils and fathers, who diftin- 
guiſhed the catholic faith from here{, 
and employed both their authority and 
talents, in ſupporting the firſt, and com- 
A 


Lr the charge of uncharitablenc{; 
towards heretics, be brought againſt {ich 
of the reformed churches as retain the 
Athanaſian creed, and againſt all anti- 
quity, as well as againſt the catholic. 
Dr. Godolphin, a proteſtant canoniſt, 
mm his Abridgement of the Eccleſaſti- 
cal Laws of England, after Sir Edward 
Coke, calls hereſy “a leproſy of the 
ſoul;” and gives a catalogue of no leſs than 
one hundred and thirty-ſeven herches, 
condemned by the primitive church,“ 
and what 1s very remarkable amongſt thoſe 
herefies, he reckons that of Vis. ax- 
 T1vs, whom he calls, an ayosTATE MONK 
WHO CONDEMNED VIRGINITY, and againſt 
whom, as he remarks, St. Jerome wrote. 
The catholics of Worceſter may ther- 
fore judge on which fide authority pre- 


* Sec Godolphin's Repertorium Canonicum. 
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1 
ponderates, and whoſe doctrine is the 
purer; that of St. Jerome and the pri- 
mitive fathers, who after St. Paul, re- 
commend virginity; or that of MODERN | 
CHAPLAINS, Who after embracing viRG1- Ib 
 wiTY, by a ſolemn vow, cqually violate 19 
both. wg . 5 


How groſlly then is not the catholic | 
miſrepreſented by the outcry againſt | 
1-RESY 2? as if it was to his uncharita- 13 
bleneſs, the odious term owed its rife. 
Nor are the ignorant leſs impoſed on 4.8 
when the catholic is ſingled out as the 4 
only ſpiritual miſanthrope, who would | "il 
have noenjoyment in heaven, if he ſaw _ LE 

_ a perſon of a different perſuaoſin from 
his own within its gates. But let us ex- 
amine with what juſtice this charge is 
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brought againſt a Roman catholic, and 4 


whether he be the only unſociable 
11Mox, who carreſſed none but Arcr- 
$:ADES, becauſe he expected he would 
be the cauſe of the death of ſeveral, and 
gave warning to ſuch of his oloy citi- 
zens as intended to hang themſelves, 
to make uſe of a tree in his garden before 
le cut it down. In a word, has a catho- 
lic ſuch an intemperate averſion to the 
_ kivation of his proteſtant neighbour, ; 
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| the Scotch preacher had to the ſalvation 
, of Lawyers, when he ſaid, HELL was { 
& full of them, that none of his con- 

„ gregation could find room here,” 


To determine on the eternal loſs of z 
L | fellow creature, is a diſagreeable office, 
T8. And when the queſtion is propoſed, . 
= whether an honeſt man who has not the try 
faith will be damned, it is painfull to me to. 
become a caſuiſt. It is a taſk I Would 
1 willingly reſign to ſome other; I, who _ 
FF. i declare in the moſt ſolemn manner 
WH Hb (were I to conſult my own feelings, a a 
man, and not the rule of St. Paul, who 
dceclares that without faith it is impyſivle to 
_ pleaſe God), that if God lodged the keys of | 
his palace in my hands, with full per- 
miſſion to admit whom I thought fit. | 
would not exclude one of Adam's chil- 
dren; no, not even the leader of the 
+ Proteſtant aſſociations Lorp Gzrorct | 
__ Gompon, though he offered his du 
SPEAR to the Dutch ambaſſador, 1 
the xING of THE RoMANs, and 1s 10 
devoutly inclined, that no flrumpet ever dil. 
_ pleaſed him, except the trumpet of Bad, 


Nulla meretrix ipft diſplicuit preter meretricer Daly. 
+ | donicam, A line in the epitaph of Sheppard tb: gg. 
wayman, equally famous for his love for ww, © 
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whether it be on account of the fur- 
rows which oLD AGE has traced in her 
cheeks, which doubtleſs muſt give a 
diſreliſh to a young man of his amorous 
complexion; or whether it be on ac .) 1 
count of the coſtlineſs and magnificence YA. 
of her dreſs, which Jack, in Swyt's Tale of 
4 Tb, could not endure, but tore off with fl 
an unmerciful hand and forbade any the 1 
leaſt ſhred of it ever to be tacked to the 11 
hort and ſanctified jackets of levellers 4 


| | y 

T7 ; | 
| 
1 
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and round heads, 1 from whatever | 
_ other cauſe this averſian may proceed, . 
his lordſhip himſelf can beſt inform us. | 


Non would « even exclude any of the 
motley-gr oup of coblers, tinkers, dray- 
men, link- boys, ſcavengers, chimney 
| ſweepers, &c. &c. &C. Kc. who met to 
the number of g1xTY THOUSAND in St. 
_ George's fields to reform the church of 

England, and the Britiſh conſtitution, 
however awkward the appearance they 

FW ould make amonęſt the inhabitants of wo 
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his Latred for popery. The kr of the hiſtory of 7 
Lord North's adminiftration relates, that the i ingenious - 
Mr. Wilkes applied this verſe to LORD GEORGE | 
when he ſaw him enter the houſe of commons with 

his blue cockage at the time of the memorable riots, _ 
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that Jeruſalem above which is called 
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THE CITY OF PEACE ; for I am confident 
there is room enough for us all in 
extenſive manſions, and that when I gt 
them within ſide the gates, they would 
immediately change their manners. _ 


Bur what right have I to parcel out 


the kingdom of Heaven amongſt my 


neighbours, whilſt I have no infallible 


certainty that myſelf will ever poflcts the 


1malleſt corner of it; whereas the up- 


ture ſays, that no man knows whether he be 


worthy of love or hatred, and that he alone 
"who endureth to the end will be ſaved. The 
5 kingdom of heaven | is not an caly pur— | 
Chaſe: it muſt be taken by violence: 
for if St. Paul, that veſſel of election. 
| who exhorts us 2% work out our ſalvatin 


with fear and trembling, was under conti- 


nual apprehenſions leſt he thould loote 


the precious treaſure of ſanctifying grace; 


if under this anxiety he requeſts the 


1 prayers of his brethren, 4% hilt in preacb- 
ing to others himſelf might become a re)9- 
bate; if he uſes theſe alarming words, 


I am conſcious of nothing to myſelf, but in i 


Jam not juſtified, for the Lord judgeth ne; 


with what {ſecurity can we flatter out- 


ſelves ? We, who to uſe his own words, 
e | | N | carry 


„ 
carry the treaſure of grace in 1 brittle glaſſes ; 
Ve, who feel but a languid deſire to reap 


an eternal harveſt, yet take but little 
pains to ſow and cultivate in time the 


prolific grain, and who daily and wil- 
wy expoſe to the winds and ſtorms of 
various temptations, that SACRED LAMP. 


cf INNOCENCE, Which was extinguiſhed 


in the hands of the very virgins who 


ne; -lected to ſupply 1 it, with zhe oil of g 


lance and erveur. 


Bur ſtill the queſtion recurs : who 
arc the perſons excluded from ſalvation, 
and are heretics of the number? to which 


 lTantwer, that the church does not, nor 


cannot exclude from happineſs, or admit | 
to falvation, but ſuch as are excluded 
_ therefrom by the juſtice of God, or ad- 
3 thereto by his mercy : much leſs 
ſhe wiſh the loſs of any one. She, 


who prays for all, that God would bring 


them to the knowledge of the truth, and 
crown them with 8 bliſs. She 


knows that ſeveral go aſtray, and there- 


tore prays for their converſion. But in 
believing that falſe doctrines, and bad 
morals, endanger the ſalvation of man, 

i efforts to guard him 


nd un png 
gant the danger, the is no more un- 
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charitable, than a perſon who ſecing 
another run to the brink of, what bee 
thinks, @ precipice, believes that his lite 

is in danger, and cautions him againſt the 


fall. 


WIr regard to eternal life, and the 


requiſites towards its attainment, we 
could know but little without the id of 
revelation. How could we imagine that 
the effuſion of water on the body of an 


infant, attended with the utterance of a 
few words, could make him an adopted 


child of God, and heir to his kingd om! 
a ceremony, Which when preſented on 
their ſtage, moved the heathens to laughs - 
ter. 


| 2 the other hand, | if ö we conſider 
reaſon as our only oracle, we ſhuddemat 


the thought of ſo many calamities, tem- 


poral and eternal, entailed upon mor tals 
in puniſhment of the diſobedience of one 


man, who taſted an apple; though ve 
would conſider that maſter a blood 
: tyrant, who would deprive a flave 0 
his life for ſuch a trifle ; ſtill, are We 


uncharitable for vin the tran ns ö 
og 


19 


fon of one man will be the occaſion of 
the loſs of ſeveral ? 


. a — go. 2 E 8 


I like manner, when Chriſt declares 1 
in the ſcriptures, that who ever beheveth — { 
nt, will be condemned; when St. Paul 1 

declares, tbat an heretic is ſubverted, and | 8 
ſuneth, being condemned of himſelf, when - 
St. Peter declares, that ſeveral pervert the | 
ſacred writings to their own defiruction; are 
we uncharitable for believing what is 
revealed? eſpecially, when we with and 
pray that no perſon may bring deſtruc- $10 

tion on himſelf? if a catholic be uncha- - Ni | 
11table for beheving theſe things, let not ' BiY 
his creed, but the ſcripture be blamed. {4% 

He fees a Church eſtabliſhed, with re- #1008 
peated injunctions to believe and obey 

her; he reads the ſolemn promiſes of her 
divine founder, whereby he binds him- = 

elf 70 direct and aſſiſt her to the end of time; ' 1 
he reads that God daily added to the church ' 1.0, 

ich as ſhould be ſaved; he ſees that after 1-0 

_ the eſtabliſhment of this church, neither 17800 
the rigid virtue of a Saus, under the _ 1 

f 


ſcwiſh diſpenſation, of which God had 1 
been the author; nor the good works [f 
f Cornelius the centurion, the ſtriet ober. 
ver of the law of nature, were deemed 
'yNicient until they become members oF 


C0) 


the church, to which © God daily added 
„ ſuch as ſhould be ſaved :” He fees » 
caution given by Chriſt againſt talc 
prophets, who would appear in jheep's clue. 
ing; and by St. Paul againſt ſuch of the 


chriſtians themfelves, as would ſay per- 


verſe things to draw diſciples after des; ; he 

ſees the children of the church grown 
up under the care of their paſtors, tecd- 

ing them with the doctrine of truth, 
before the abortives of error and hereſy 
made their appearance; thoſe abortives 


rejected and diſowned, as a ſpurious . 


ſpring; all innovations in matters of 


doctrine immediately oppoſed ; nibil i 


vatur, and a ſtanding rule laid down by 
the fathers, ** that whoever expects to 
have Gop for his FATHER muſt have 
% THE CHURCH for his MOTHER, a rule, 


Jo well known to heathen writers, that 


PORPHYRY, the mortal enemy of chriſtt- 
ans, perceiving ſo many ſects amon: ait 
them in his time, diſtinguiſhes between 
the doctrines of thoſe ſectaries, and that 
„of what he calls TOY EXHANTUGY [pf VAT), or 
THE GREAT CHURCH. Upon ſuch autho- 
rities, he believes the danger of error. 
Candour and common ſenſe muſt ac» 


knowledge, that I am not uncharitable 


for in a perſon miſs the road, pn 185 
184 


„ 
] believe to be the right one, When Jam 


inclined to lead him into the ſafeſt path, 
if he takes me for his guide. 


Sri, we are to diſtinguiſh the firſt 
broachers of error, from the children, 
and grand children of thoſe whom 
they ſeduced ; either by dazzling them 
with their eloquence, or moving their 
paſſions, or alluring them with the at- 
tractive bait of temporal intereſt. Whe— 
ther hereſy, according to the compilers 
of Lexicons, ſignifies choice, when a perſon 
chuſes a wrong religion; or whether it 
ſignifies i, when a perſon divides 
from the unity of the faith, which ac- 
cording to St. Auguſtine happens either 
from unconquerable pride, diſorderly 
paſhons, temporal intereſt or THE LOVE 
or SENSUAL PLEASURES ; Whether hereſy, 
I iay, ſigmihes choice or diviſion, it im- 
hes wiltul obſtinacy. The firſt broach- 
cr: of it are thoſe againſt whom, in every 
age, the cenſures of eccleſiaſtial autho- 
_ rity were chiefly directed; in contormity 
with the rule of St. Paul, reject an here- 
tic after the firſt or ſecond admonition, for. 
5 is condemned of himſelf. They were 
thefirſt who made the choice, and divi- 
ded from unity, their errors were their 
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own, and wiful; but when once their 
errors are eſtabliſned - ſupported by the 
laws of temporal princes confirmed by 
time, and ſanctioned by the multit:;! 
however criminal they might have been 
in the firſt authors and their adherents, 
yet with regard to ſucceeding gencra— 
tions, they become hereditary, and tor 
the moſt part mvoluntary: And here e 
muſt incline as much as poſlible to the 
{ide of charity; without becoming I 
dinariant on the one hand, or removing 
the facred land mark, which Chriſt and 
his apoſtles have let up, on the other, 


ALL cerſonswho ar ebaptized 66 3 the 
* baptitm of the church,” ſays St. Aug 
tine, let the religion of their parents or -the 
perſon who confers it, bewhatit may, they 
become children of the church by bap- 
tiſm; they receive at their regeneration, 
the ſupernatural and habitual gifts of | 
' FAITH, HOPE and CHARITY; and as tile. 

gifts of God are permanent by t!: cir 
nature, whereas he never recals hi - 
vours till we render ourſelves unwoit':y 
of their continuance, the above vitiics 
remain in the ſoul, till we forfeit them, 
either by the wilful blindneſs of the 


mind, Or the criminal cor ruption 5 the. - 
leart 


1 


heart. Hence numbers are members of 
the church, unknown to - themſelves ; 
and on the ſuppoſition that ſuch perſons 
had not the opportunity of being in- 
ſtructed, or that their hearts were ſin- 
cere and that they preſerved their bap- 
tiſmal innocence, which is no eaſy mat- 
ter during a long life, conſidering the 
weakneſs of nature and the corruption 
of the world, they certainly will be 
ſaved; and the catholic church has 
never declared otherwiſe. - For by bap- 
tiſm on the foregoing ſuppoſition;*they 
are her children not only unknomn to 
- themſelves who, fromPrefadices of edu- 
cation and invincible * ignorance, raif 
_ againſt her, but alſo unknown to her- 
telt, as preſumption and outward appea- 
rances are againſt them; for it is agreed 
on all hands THAT INVINCIBLE IGN - 
| RANCE EXCUSES FROM 81N;z Non 7161 depu- 
| Yatur ad culpam, quod invitus ignoras: For, 
as Chriſt himſelf has declared, that much 
will be required” of bim to whom much is given; 
_ on!equently lefs will be required of the 
perſon to whom leſs is given. How- 
ever we may pity or blame the ce 
which their anceſtors have brought 
about, yet with regard to themſelves, 


( 44 ) 


we can apply Ovid's lines on Acteon, 
who incurred the diſpleaſure of Diana, 


And yet conſider what the change has wrought, 
«© You'll find it a misfortune not a fault; | 
Or if a fault, it was the fault of chance, 
For how can guilt proceed from ignorance ?” 
______ MzETAMox. Book z. 


Such are the dictates of nature; to 
which St. Auguſtine, the moſt en- 
lightened of chriſtian doctors has given 

his ſanction, when he ſaid, that, Such 
+ as ſupport falſe opinions without obſti- 
nacy, but are ready to renounce them 
when they diſcover their errors, c{nec!- 
ally, when they themſelves werc not | 
the firſt broachers of them, but ce 
ved them as a legacy from their pa- 
rents, who had either been ſeduccd, 
or had fallen into error, are no! 7 6: 
ranked among the bereticks.% ** Dixit 
_«£ quidem apoſtolus Paulus, hereticum 
* hominem devita, &c. Sed qui ſenten- 
„ tiam ſuam, quamvis falſamn 
« perverſam, nulla pertinaci an . 
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| 
tate defendunt, preſertim, quuiz 101 | 
„ audacia preſumptionis ſuæ, ſed !: 

e ductis atque in errorem lapſis pircn- 

tibus acceperunt, querunt cauts !' 


. : x, 1 
1401 
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„ licitudine veritatem, corrigi parati 


cum invenerint, nequaquam ſunt in- 


« ter hereticos deputand!” (Sr. Aug. Ep. 
43. Editio. Lov. 1614) It is not then the 
invincible ignorance of the truth, but 


the wilful neglect of enquiring after it, 


which renders a man criminal, 


 NuMBERsS there are, who far from 


having an opportunity of being inſtruct- 
ed in the catholic doctrine, are taught 


from their very cradles to hate and deteſt 
it; and if FAITH comes by hearing, it 
muſt be acknowledged, that error and 
 niſrepreſentation are conveyed through 
the ſame channel, and leave as deep an 


impreſſion on the mind. In Scot- 


land, where Knox and his diſciples, 
whom the late Dr. Johnſon calls 
the ruffians of the reformation, and to 
whom Hume, though of a more refined 
poliſh than Johnſon, does not pay more 
courtly compliment; in Scotland, I ſay, 
where Knox and his fellow labourers 
hive ſown the ſeeds of eternal hatred, 
even againſt proteſtant epiſcopacy, what 
chance has the lower claſs of knowing 
_ ay thing tending to recommend the 


catholic religion? when they are taught 
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to believe that the Pope has horns, and, 
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if we may credit Jacob Curate, that 
biſhops have cloven, feet ? ſuch diſciples 
have more to dread from a breach of 


the moral law, than from error in mat— 
ters of doctrine; at leaſt while they have 


no other catechiſms, or teachers, than 
thoſe to whom they have been hitherto» 


_ accuſtomed; and although St. Jerome, 
in his Epiſtle to Pope Damaſcus, amidſt 
the theological diſputes which diſtracted 


the eaſt in his time, declares, © That he 
„ adheres to St. Peter's chair, and who- 


ever cats the paſcal lamb out of this 
«© temple," is profane;“ ſo I declare it is 
my belief, that the male and female diſ- 


ciples of a Scotch parſon, will be more 


anſwerable for deſerving to be ſeated on 
the ſtool of repentance,” on, which it is 


ſaid theſe young fanatics are expotcd in | 
the congregation of ſaints for indulg- 


ing the affection of the ſexes (7/9439 
they think it meritorious to burn the Hufe of 
their catholic neighbours) than for Heir 


ſeparation from the center of uy; 
which they are perſuaded to be that 


of -antichriſt. Hence, no Roman ca- 


tholic divine in taking his degrees, cv 


ſwears he believes that a proteſtant will. 


be damned. He ſwears to hold ani be— 
lieve, what 18 held and believed 3 the 
% | 1 „ Oman 
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Roman catholic and apoſtolic church, 


which has never defined that a perſon 
baptized in the chriſtian religion, reared 


up in hereditary and involuntary error, 
remote from the means and opportuntiy 


of inſtruction, and preſerving their bap- 
tilmal innocence, will die in a ſtate of 
reprobation. She thinks otherwiſe of 


perſons who know the truth, and from 
worldly motives will not embrace it. She 
thinks ſtill worſe of her apaſtate children, 
who after being nurſed up, and in- 


ſtructed in her boſom, quit her pale, 


which Saint Jerome calls Noan's AR, 


out of which whoever ſeeks for ſhelter, 
mult periſh by the Deluge. Si quis in 
< Arca Noæ non fuerit, peribit, regnante 

© Diluvio.” But the thinks worſe of 


all of her APoSTATE MINISTERS, Who 
after having profaned her altars and 


myſteries; and ſullied with the ſmoak of 
their paſſions the pillars of her fanftuary, 
which the piety and chaſtity of their 
lives ſhould have brightened, trample on 
their ſacred yows, and like the raven in 
the ſcriptures, QUIT THE ARK to faſten 
on carcaſſes, To ſuch, without any 
breach of charity, ſhe can apply the _ 
words of St. Paul, “If we have wilfully 
ſinned after we have received the 
„i „ knowledge 
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( 48 ) 
knowledge of the truth, there re. 
* maineth but a certain fearful looking 
« for judgment, and a fiery indigna- 


La 


„ tion.” Voluntarie precantibus, jam non 

relinquitur hojtia ( Heb. c. x. v. 36.) 
Neither is it a breach of charity in her, 
but rather the effect of charity, to be 


anxious for the ſalvation of ſuch as are 


out of her pale; becauſe ſhe belicves 


there is but ons FATTH, and knows that 


errors are without number. 


Iłx is not fafe to follow falſe guides 


who ſay, Lo Chrift is here! and Chris 
there 12 if the heathen philoſophers, 

from the very nature of man, who is 
apt to err various ways, require two 
things in order to live aright, viz. to 


Fnow what ſhould be done, and hen 
known readily to perform it; is it not more 
incumbent on the Chriſtian, who 7s exalted 


above his nature, to uſe every effort te cone 


to the knowledge of the TRUE FAITH, and 


when known, reaaily to embrace it? 


| Moxztoves, as ſhe believes a ſacrament 
of regeneration, requiſite for infants on 


account of the ſtain they contract by an 


others guilt ; ſo likewiſe does ſhe belicve 
a ſacrament of reconciliation, wt 
e . R 


_ 
.--, 


(9 
for the adult, who as often as they ſin, 
contract ſo many ſtains of their own; 
for lapſes are frequent, and almoſt uni- 
verſal. She believes that with her the 
remedy is depoſited. She pities thoſe 
who are remote from, or reject her 
aſſiſtance. And tho' it is impoſſible to 
determine the fate of every Chriſtian, 
as God alone can know the meaſure of 
grace—the degree of knowledge—the 
ſufficiency or inſufficiency of the means 
of information conferred on him, yet 
he conſiders as dangerous, the ſtate of 
| ſuch as hve and die out of her communion, 
becauſe ſhe believes herſelf in poſſeſſion 
of the means of their ſanAification— 
the true faith—the real prieſthood—the _ 
altar—the ſacrifice of atonement—the 
ſacrament of reconciliation—and the 
power of the keys. Such being the caſe, 
is the Church more blameable than the 
Phyſican who declares his opinion, that 
his patient is in danger; when at the 
ame time he is both ready and willing to 
 a\miniſter every remedy in his power 
Ver bis recovery? 3j 
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nor what ſurpriſes me moſt of all is, 
that the charge of uncharitableneſs 
mould be brought againſt the ane, 

V of 
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( 50 ) 
of England, where every candidate 0. 
any employment in church or ſtare, 
from the AarxcnBisHoP to the pariſh ſex!9n; 
and from the ERMINED JUDGE to the 
ſhabby catebpole, is bound to ſwear, if not 
in expreſs terms, at leaſt by implication, 
the damnation of every Roman cath«!ic 
on the face of the earth. 1 85 


To what purpoſe the declaration, prc- 
ceded by the ſolemnity of an oath, that 
the ſacrifice of the maſs, ſuch as it is 
celebrated by the church of Rome, 1; 
idolatrous and ſuperſtitious; if not to 
impreſs the minds of the {wearers with _ 
the belief, that the votaries of that 
church are 1DoLATORS: and if dam- 
nation is to be diſtributed with a liberal 
hand, in the ſunſhine of revelation and 
after the promulgation-of the goſpel, who 
are the better intitled to the largeſt are 
of the fatal gift, than ivoLaTORS? 


Wau note in England, when | 
Hooker, the author of Eccleſiaſtical 
Polity, had the charity to fay in bis 
diſcourſe onjuſtification, that he doubted 
not but thouſands of the fathers who lived and 
died in the juperſiitions of the church oH 
were /aved, becauſe of their Ignorance, 
. = Juen 
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| which excuſeth them. The pious maſter , 
Walter Traverſe, was ſo ſhocked at this. 

horrid doctrine, that he ſent his ſup- 

plication to the privy council againſt 
maſter Hooker, and aſſerts, that juch as 0 
die, or have died at any time in the church of 
Rome, Holding in their ignorance that faith E 
which ts taught in it, cannot be ſaid 7 the | 
[crirtures to be Javed.* 1 


w 10EVER could undergo the dr udgery 
of hading all the anniv erlary Philippics 


Zainſt popery, fince the contrivance r — 
(acil, one of the moſt artful ſchemers? [| 
uſt England gave birth to, which has =E 

honoured with a ſolemn feſtival 4 

N the famous title of the Gux- | 1 
Nw DER PLOT, mult either acknowledge, 5 = 
that the preachers of ſuch diſcouiſes Vi 
have made an horrid uſe of their miniſtry, i 
or that it is as difficult for a catholic to 1 
enter the kingdom of Heaven, as it is 1 
te +] 


tan a camel to paſs through the eye of 


3 ncedle.” This is what Pool, the 10 

thor of the Synoplis, acknowledves i In 1 
his Dialogues between 'A Papiſt and = +I 
1 10 ant. : ; | ; „ [| 


8 Walter Traverſe $ Supp!'i ication, at the end 
el Booker?s Eccl, Polity. 
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Tir TLorsox, who for his zeal again 0 
popery, forgets now and then the dic gnit 
of the pulpit, where irony iralways mil; - 9 ed, 
however applicable it may be on other oc. 
caſions; Tillotſon, I ſay, is not much mac 
lenzent, when he inveighs againſt an 
ridicules, what Sheridan, the Author of 
the Rhetorical Grammar, calls, tha! ma 
ludicrous and detefied 9 POPERY, 


To the foregoing, we can add the ion: | 

catalogue of Proteſtant. crit ator "2 

on the Revelations of St. John and the _ 

_ Epiſtle of St. Paul to the Theſſalonians, 

- i. 46 have conſumed an immenſe qi:an- 

_ tity of paper and candles to afright old 

_ women with the notion that the Pope 

is ANTICHRIST, and Rome BABVLON; 

for, in the ſcriptures, Chriſt and hi 
apoſtles are put in oppoſition with 

Antichriſt and his followers. The 1at- 

ter are no doubt excluded from ſalvation. 

as having the marks of the beaſt: ni 
when I talk of thoſe commentators, 
what clouds of witneſſes could not 1 pro- 

duce againſt the title which a Rom 

_ 2 catholic may claim to the - WT Ge o 

| - heaven; from the v/#9ns of Mede on ine | 
| Revelations down to biſhop Newtons 
li Reveries on the Prophets. | 
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( 30 
Doctor Warsox, at preſent regius 
ofeſſor of divinity at Cambridge, can- 


not defend the cauſe of chriſtianity in a 
{cy letters to Mr. Gibbon, author of the 
: 1 and Fall of the Roman Empire, 
hout ſearing the conſciences of Ro- 


man in catholics with a hot iron, and brand- 
ing them with the characteriſical marks of 


the votaries of the man in,, Whomthe 
Jord is to conſume with the {ſpirit of 
«+ his mouth, and deſtroy with the 
„ brightneſs of his coming, 8 * they 


Je wt cat meat on Fr ways.” 1 


in and wer to Mr. Gibbon's remark on | 
the belief of the primitive chriſtians. 


concerning the time of the laſt judgment, 


Mr. Watſon leaps from the epiſtle of St. 
Paul to the Theſſalonians, wherein the 
apo (tle ſpeaks of the laſt judgment and 
of Antichriſt, who about that time is to 
make his appearance, to St. Paul's epiſtle 
to Timothy, whom he cautions againſt 
tne falſe doctrines of the Simoneans, 
| Marceonites, &c. forbidding 70 marry and 
_ «tain from meats; becaule thoſe heretics, 
e to the pe imitive eccleſiaſtical — 


See Watſon, page 40, or the whole of his 


ently faſt ical rhapſody, from Page 33 to 43. 


. writers, 
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writers, conſidered marriage and the 


as the works of the devil, The ſame . 
ters inform us in like manner, that {ome 
of thoſe heretics, eſpecially the $1119. 


NEANS, held that # was not God, but the 


demons, or angels, that created the 1-11: 


a doctrine which St. Paul might wa 
propriety have called the dofFrine of 1 
becauſe it was ſaſe. But Mr. Wiilon 
proves from Newton, that it is th 
nonization of ſaints. 


LIxRE Sterne, in his Tris; juncla in unt 


he jumbles the different chapters 110 "i 


Grant ſubjects into one context, t9 


prove that catholics are the ade $72 


dren of Antichriſt. He then lays down 
rules which furnithes every deiſt with 


argument which ſaps the foundation of 


revealed religion, by informing tie 


world, that the apoſtles followed ih: 


own underſtandings, when they had no 
other light to guide them; ſpeaking /rom 
Conjecture (ſays he) when they could n 4 


Jrom certainty of tbemſelves, when t pad 


no commandment from the Lord. Thus he 
explains away the A otie ſtated b) 
Mr. Gibbon import St. Paul, the! e 


: 1 Page 42 


1 
fore, either marks out the catholics as 
members of Antichriſt, or he % not Ani 
what he wwas Jaying ; tho' St. Paul declares, 


in that very epiſtle, that he ſpoke by the 
word of the Lord. By Mr. Watſon's rule, 
he makes himſelf a greater prophet than 
St. Paul: for according to him, St. Paul 


poke rom conjecture ; but in attributing 


to the catholics conſciences ſeared with a 
ht iron, the diftrine of devils, Sc. and 
conſequently the puniſhment due to ſuch 


a ama Mr. Wation Speaks Jrom cer= 
71 . 


-P HE Den of uncharitableneſs there- 
fore can be caſily retorted ; and if the 
Vena) of ſalvation to thoſe whom we. 


cem in error, be ſufficient ground for 
the ac cuſation, we can ſay with the 


poet, {laces intra muros & extra, The 
Athanaſian Creed contains a damnatory 


claue, which thouſands who profeſs 


themſelves chriſtians, abhor 1 di- 
rdith; it is as incumbent therefore on | 
: the proteſtant prelates and doctors who 
ber to it, 19 reconcile it with the rules 
Charity, as it 1s on the Roman 


tholics. : 
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To this charge, the cherten adds 
that other ſo often repeated, and as much 
mu ſunderſtood as the former, viz. the 1. 

 warrantableneſs of zmpofing the law of (lj. 
bacy on the clergy. The church never 
forces celibacy upon her miniſters, but Can 
celt and diſannuls all vows, which are 
made from force, or fraud. It is true the 
opens her ſanctuary to the candidates tor 
_ ordination, upon certain conditions; but 
| the rejects the man who enters it 51h 
reluctance, The alternative is at their 
own free choice, either to become her mi- 
niſters, and lead a life of celibacy, or to 

fſanctify themſelves in the world in a 
ſtate of marriage. She takes every pre- 
caution to try their vocation; points out 
to them the ſanctity and obligation: N 
the ſtate they are going to embrace; and 
never ordains them, till they attain to 
the age, when the impulſe of paſſion is 
_ ſufficiently felt; and when they ſhould 
know, how far they have power and em- 
clination to reſiſt them. It is then in 
conſequence of their own free choice, 
and the deliberate vows they make tothe 
Almighty, that they are bound io ce. 
If they find the yoke which they im"! 

ed on themſelves for the ſake of e 
Chriſt 799 heavy, let them blame their 


T 1/148 
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want of prayer —fervour and vigilance; for 


God being every where preſent to call 


them to his ſervice to comfort them in 
their hopes confirm them in his love- 
help their endeavours and to hear their 


Prayers, they are under no impaſſibility of 
ſellſting their luſts and paſſions. Amidſt 


the temptations of the world and ſur- 
rounded by a variety of objects to which 
the catholic clergy, from the ſtraitneſs 
and gravity of their profeſſion, are not 
expoted, widows, widowers, unmarried 
pcople of both ſexes in the bloom and vi- 
our of youth, and married p rſons dur- 
other, are 
| bound to live chaſte and ſpotleſs, and to 


ung a long abſence from eac 


 reliſt their luſts and paſſions. 


Tut provoſts and fellows of ſeveral 
proteſtant univerſities, are hound to celi- 
bacy whilſt they intend to continue in 
their ſtations, or partake of the immuni- 
| ties and privileges of their reſpective = 
_ protetſhons. Doctor Mann, the prote- 
(tant biſhop of the dioceſe in which I 
elide, is now almoſt a ſeptuagenary, 
and never married. Many proteſtant 
ergymen of my acquaintance, are in the 
ame ſtate, after having gone through 
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( 53 ) 

1 as watchful in curbing their paſſions, - 

=. if they made the fame vow by whi. 5 

1 am bound. But 1s not marriage fc. 
It is: and for which reaſon the cleroy 

of other religions do not fin in mar, 
becauſe they have no! made @ vow to "the 
contrary. Neither does the number 
their ſacraments—rites - functions — 
ceremonies require ſo ſtrict a ſeceſion 
from worldly affairs and the embarr all- 
ments attending the ſupport of a witc 

and children, as 35 required from a catho- 
lic clergyman, if he attends to, or ac- 
quits himſelf as he ought of his Guys 
But did the clergy of other pertua!: 
make a ſolemn vow to the Almighty, ] : Fr 
confident that the exnſerentious amongſt. 
them, would . 0 break it. 


Sax Paul, in bis firſt epiſtle tathe 5 
Corinthians, chap. the 7th, deci 
that marriage and celibacy are left to vur 
free choice: though he gives the prefer 
mmietiothe latter, « ON account of the ica- 

ſins alleged in that chapter; Feaſons 

_ very applicable to the miniſters of al- 

tar. But as Hooker, in his Eccleſntti 55 
Polity, and ſeveral other een 

vines, judicioully remark, ce ind, 0 

of choice 1s removed, by a \fuperveu!: g He 
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bend. This indifferency is removed,” 


| ſays Hooker, If we either take away our 


© own liberty, as Ananias did, for 
« whom to have ſold or held his poſ- 
s ſeffion it was indifferent, till the 
© /olemn Vow and promiſe made to God had 
ſtrictly bound him one only way.” * 


Fay 


THE Nazarites, in like manner, could 
have ſhaved their heads and dranh wine 


without guilt; had they not bound 


themſelves to abſtemiouſneſt and auſterity of 
dee, The heathens themſelves were 
ſtruck with ſuch awe, at the ſolemnity 


of the obligations contracted with the 


gods, that death it/elf could ſcarce atone 
tor the incontinency of their veſtals. But 


when I read of a pagan ReGvLvs volun- 


tzrily encountering the moſt cruel tor- 


tures in compliance with the oath he 


had made'on the profane altars of Car- 
thage, I am more inclined 79 b/uſh, than, 


cy 
* , 


; perton, who was chaſte at the age of 


twenty-four, become leud at the age of 


Book 2d. page 109. 


1 thirte- 


algue, When I ſee the miniſters of the 
TAU Gop ſport with the vows whereby _ 
they bound themſelves irrevocably to his 
1£1 ice, Al am aſhamed to ſee the ſame 


„ 
thirty-five, or forty. When 1 ſee J 
Jew!ſh prieſts themſelves bound to abſtain 
from the marriage bed during the time 
of their miniſtration in the templ« ; | 
tremble with @ chilling horror at the fight 
of PRIESTS OF THE NEW LAW. 
cuſtomed from their early days, 7 2/- 
purity and chaſtity becoming their function, 
and ſtrengthened by the ſanctity of a 
SOLEMN Vow to God in the face of his | 
altars, renounce thier allegiance to iu 
who ſays, That ſome make tem- 
* telves eunuchs for the kingdom of 
* heaven,” and after putting ther 
hands to the plough, /cok back, an lil 
under /e banners of Epicurus. - 


WE - 
. 


IT Ex celibacy of the clergy, as Ihe 
oblerved before, is the refult ob 


x bon free and deliberate choice. SOU 
1 any amongſt them therefore vile, u 
1 indiſpenſible obligations voluntarily un. 
Fi poſed on themſelves by a ſolemn vow, ile 


_ blame muſt be attributed to their 0%! 


j miſconduct diffipation—— wan! 
 prayer—fervour—vyigtlance—and ' ot 
neglect to avo/d the dangerous owe lili! 
olf fin, to which, whoever expoſes | 
ſelf, will infallibly fall; for according t 
| the goſpel maxim, Whoever lone 
[8 | a fs 155 wy dangel, 
5 


© 
i danger, ſhall periſh therein.” Let 
their converſation and actions therefore 


the other ſex. Let them call to mind, 
that as the TENDER ROSE is guarded by 
the SURROUNDING THORNS, ſo the delicacy 


them remember, that according to Saint 


Bernard, © @ rifle in a layman is often 
4 profanation in a clergyman ; * and 
that after having devoted themſelves to 


God by a ſolemn vow, their only ſafe 


of St. Paul, Let every man abide 
* in the fame calling wherein he was 


It them reflect that the faith of com- 
pacts and promiſes 1s ſo inviolable; that it 


why viglate their vows of chaſtity, thould 


ten folios of controverſy, are to be 
anked amongſt THE HERD or Epi- 


tend to the ediſication, not the ſeductian of 


of the CLERICAL vows mult be protected 
by TUE FENCES OF PRAYER, MORTIFIC A- 
'TiON AND VIGILANCE. In a word: let 
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guard is, a ſtrict adherence to the maxim 


2 "I , 
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called.“ (1ſt Ep. Cor. 5th chap.) 


binds man to man, even to an enemy —— 
that no arguments ſuggeſted by flſb and 
land, can juſtify the breach of a promiſe 
made to Gor, the beſt and moſt generous o 
gend; and that the catholic clergymen, 


they publiſh ArPEALSs to ſcripture, &c. 
in vmdcation of their conduct, or even 
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( 62 ) 
curus's SWINE, inter porcos gregis Epicuri, 
In which fraternity I ſhall leave them, 
and conclude with a ſhort remark on 
Dr. Carroll's Addreſs, for Trojans or 
TT YRIANS are alike to me, only as far a; 
they deviate from, or adhere to, what 
I eſteem, THE TRUTH. A few days ago, 
2 gentleman, who landed here from 
America preſented me with Dr. Cara, 
Addreſs, in an anſwer to Mr. Whar tors 
Letter. The only difference I find be. 
tween the London and Anapolis editions 
of this addreſs, is, the posrscRIp T, al- 
ready mentioned the editor's manner 
of arranging and condenſing the docta:'; 
arguments, whereby they become more 
clear and perſpicuous to the reader, and 
the omiſſion of a norte , in which the 
doctor attributes the downfal of the foch 
ety of which he was once a membe. 
the unworthy candeſcenſian, and fin! iter vi vieui, 
of an artful and __ 4 * 858 if (G. Ns 
| GANELL *.) 


4 To SPINE the curioſity a the ble the 
: editor has inſerted the note above mentioned t- 
preface to the ſecond edition of Dr, Carro!!'s A-- 
_ dreſs, after ſtating the motives which Induces | um 
to e it, in the firſt edition, 


82397 


As to poſtſcripts, annotations, &c. to 
the works of others, there is nothing 


more uſual amongſt editors: and when 


the author of the poſtfcript ſays, The 


catholics of Morceſter are inclined to believe 


that the motives of their late chaplain's con- 
deren did not originate in DIVINE LOVE, 


he only attributes to them an opinion, 
founded on the experience of ages; and 


which the chaplain himſelf has con- 


firmed in expreſs terms by aſſerting, in 


the ſeventeenth page of his letter, that 


he conſidered the chaſtity to which he 
had bound himſelf, ** asa cruel uſurpa- 
„tion of the unalienable RIGHTSs oF 
* NATURE ; as unwarrantable in its prin= 

** ciple, madequate in its object, and 
** dreadful in its conſequences.” That 
| Mr, H-k-n's in his pamphlet entitled 


A v£xw REMARKS ON DocTor CARROLL's 


AvprEss; ſhould appear no leſs nettled at 
the poſtſcript, than at the editor's man- 
ner of arranging the ſeveral points of 
controverſy under their reſpective tiles 
and diſtinguiſhing certain paſſages by the _ 
 introduEtion of $MALL CAPITALS or 
alles, as their dignity or force ſeemed 
to :equire; that Mr. H-, I ſay, who 
ſtands exactly in the ſame predicament 
the chaplain, ſhould find the de#- 
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(8 ) 
cacy of his feelings ſo much wounded 
by ſuch zypographical illuſtrations, i; |y 
no means paradoxical, or ſurpriſing, 
when we conſider that by ſuch al 
aries, the force of the doctor's argu- 
ments acquire additional ſtrength, and 
make a deeper impreſſion on the min of 
the reader. To correct, arrange, or 
illuſtrate ſuch errors, paragraphs or haf 
ſages as eſcape the attention of authors 
or printers, is, not only the undoubte} 
_ privilege, but the zudiſpenſible duty of cdi- 
tors *, under this reſtriction, however, 


- * The following are ſpecimens of the ungr eme. 
ticel paſſages which, either through the neglig+11ce ot 
the printer, or inattention of the author in rv iling 
the proof ſheets, have crept into the Anapolis «dition 
of Dr. Carroll's Addreſs, and which the London 

editor found himſelf under the neceſſity of corrott- 
ing. And the chwrch, ever guided by the {pit of | 
„ God, fees when the dangers threatening {cr chi- 
_«.dren from falſe prophets, ariſing and {-ducing 
many, call upon her to examine the faith commit- | 
« ted to her keeping, &c.“ (p. 52. An. Edit.) in order 
to do away the abſurdity / the church's call“ - 
herſelf, the foregoing paſſage ſtands thus c 
ed in the London Edition. The children cf 
* the church ever guided by the ſpirit of God, ix, 

the dangers threatening them from falſe Prophet? 
_ « ariſing and ſeducing many, call upon Fer © del. 

yer the faith committed to hey keeping, &c. hefe 

the natural connexion between the hie */ 160 


* 


church, viz. the faithful, and the church Ber fei/ 15 fe 
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that they do not alter the ſenſe of the 


zuthor; of this the editor of Doctor 


Carroll's Addreſs cannot be accuſed; for 
after comparing his, with the Anapolis 


edition, I find the cloath to be the ſame, he 
has only given it a ſmarter trim, and the 


tighter THE JACKET oF CONTROVERSY, 
the better. 


ſtored ; by repreſenting them, as calling upon her to 
declare the faith committed to her charge, in oppo- 
{tion to the dangers threatening them from falſe pro- 


phets, ariſing and ſeducing many. 


Again, p. 89. 90. The heathens may have ob- 


jected the myſtery of the incarnation, &c. they 


Ce 
66 


r-demption, &c.—they may, from the examples it 


66 


the diſputes which ſubſiſted between the primitive 
hriſtians and their heathen cotemporaries ſo many 


ages ago, is ſubſtituted in four ſeveral places in the ſame _ 
paragraph, inſtead of MIGHT ; whereas the former 


unplies either the 2 or future, and the latter 
the preterite or paſt tenſe, to which time the above 


pailages evidently refer. For theſe, and other cor- 
rections of leſs moment, but more eſpecially for the 


annexed Poſtſcript, the cancelled note, &c. already 


1:-1t:oned by Mr. O'Leary, the London edition 
> :.7matized with the epithets, rent and mangled, by 


the -4i22r of an edition printed at Worceſter, becauſe 


n <ditor thereof has not, like himſelf, ſervily copied 
all tlie errors and! inaccuracies ot the Anapolis cdi- : 


fe. 


18 8 tor, 


may have grounded on the chriſtian doctrine of 


offorded them, &c.—they may have availed them 
lelves, &c,” Here the word MAY, in ſpeaking of 
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Tux CANCELLED Nor E, reflecting on 
Ganganelli, was an wun/eemly patch, ill 
matched to the quality and colour 7 e 
uit, which the Chaplain and Doctor Car- 
roll expoſed for the inſpection of the 
. public. It was a digreſſion, quite Uncon— 
nected with the main ſubject in debate; 
the inſertion of which would prove 
more injurious to the dead, than inſtruc- 
tive to the living: Had the two authors 
handled their {ubject in 4 poetical ftrain, 
Ganganelli's character, and the fall of 
the ſociety of which they were both 
formerly members, might be brought in 
by the way of an ErIsopE. Fictions in 
poetry may be excuſed : but that Gan- 
ganelli was artful or defgning, or that the = 

Jeſuits ell victims 10 his finifter views, l 
FICTION of which 1 cannot ſuppoic « 
gentleman of Doctor Carroll's charact 
to be the original fabricator. 


SGanganelli was neither artful no! de- 
ſigning; if he had the w/dom of 747 /*r- 
pent, he had alſo the pmplicity of the 14* 
nor was he of ſo flexible and tempo 

a diſpoſition, as to be awed into any mea 
ſure, contrary to juſtice and contciencc. 
He, who wrote to one of the greatel! _ 


FE * 
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18 
kings in Europe when preſſed to a mea - 
{are to which he could not reconcile his 
corſcience, That he would not get in- 
« {de the threſhold of hell, for all the 
kings on the face of the carth.” Nei- 
ther was it his intereſt, nor the intereſt 
of mankind, let politicians ſay what they 
will, 7 aboliſh fuch an illuſtrious body, as 

the ſociety of the Jeſuits ; who civiliged 

ſo many barbarous nations—diffuled 2% 
light of the. goſpel into remote regions, 
whither the ALEXANDER Or CASARS 
had never carried their arms——contrt- 
buted ſo extenſively 0 the culture of the 
_ ferences, for in what branch of them dd 
| they not excel? realized in the very centre 

_ of barbariſm, amongſt cannibals feeding 
on each others fleth, he /ub/ime ideas of a 

Plato, a Sir Thomas More, or a Fenelon; 
who only dreamt of theſe political 
eltzbliſhments, in which man could ve 
+appy, without the canker of envy, or the 

ing of poverty, and RAISED THIS FABRIC, 
wich has procured them the compli- 
ments of a Montiſquieu, and excited THE 
| ADMIRATION OF MANKIND! It was not 

{he intereſt, much leſs the inciination of 

| Ganganelli, to deprive the catholic 
| ilools of the moſt learned and edifying 
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profeſors-—ſavage. nations, of the m3 
zealous and atlive miffionaries—the chritin 


pulpits, of the greateſt orators the ver 
apoſtolical ſee, of the moſt  #renucy; 
 aſſertors of its privileges—or the ſciences, 


votaries. V 


Ar the time of this unexpected afl 
J was not far from the ſcene, in 


the policy of "ſtateſmen, and the h 


and intereſt of the prieſthood, played 


their reſpective parts. I had every op- 


portunity of information, on account of | 


my being honoured with the acquaint- 
ance of cardinal de Luines, then arch- 


biſhop of Sens, chief almoner to the 
queen of Lewis the XVth, and Gan- 


ganelli's | Jo friend; beſides fevc;al 0: 


ther occaſions. I was the more delirous 
of being acquainted with every tran!- 


action, as when I ſaw my, neig}:bours 
houſe threatened with the flames, | be- 


gan to tremble for my own. Paxim: ardet 


_ GaNnGANELLI uſed every effort to d. 


perſe the form, which was every d %, 
proaching to à vertical point, over U 
5 %%ͤͥö ù¹Ü¾1ꝛnd 


4690) 
ſociety's head. When he found three 
vears delay and intreaties ineffectual, he 
propoſed a perſonal confirence with the 
int at Avignon; which being refuſed, 


he propoſed to convene @ general council, in 


preſence of which, the Jeſuits ſhould 


have full liberty to juſtify themſelves, andy 


aniwer the charges: of their adverſaries. 
But every exertion in their behalf proving 


_ 0 bzr tive, he was at laſt obliged 7o yreld to. 
he torrent and aboliſh one ſociety of 


men, in order to prevent a greater evil, 


which would probably be 2e ſchiſin of 
leveral kingdoms, or a continual fate of 


i/lrattion in which, the very end of the 


ſeſuits inſtitution would be. defeated, as 


the crowned heads began to baniſh them 
in their dominions, in which they 


_ taught and inſtructed with ſuch edifica- 
tion for the ſpace of almoſt three hun- 


A, canoniſts agree, that in emer- 
cencies leſs critical, it is in the power of 


the ſovereign pontiff 70 difſolve religious 


© ders, They are aggregate bodies under 
'1cir own peculiar rules and inſtitu- 
tions but their charter is under the con- 

?ryl of the $UrREME HEAD, who is in- 
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veſted by the church with 2h pow: of 


annulling or confirming it, according to tlc 
emergencies of times and places. The 


diſſolution of the Jeſuits then, was owing 
1 8 
to their influence, which rendered them 


objects of envy to artful miniſters of Hate, 


whoſe ambitious projects they often con- 
trolled as directors of monarchs, ud 
members of their ſpiritual councils. It 
was owing to the expectation of %% 
wealth, with which kings themiclves 


were flattered. by the abolition of the order. 


And tho' they have been diſappointec in 
their expectations, yet, what will not 
crowned heads undertake, when preſſed 
by the ART SACRAF AMIS! And although 
the Jeſuits proved their innocence againſt 
the charges of their adverſaries in "their 


work entitled Appel a la Raiſon, or an 
Appeal to Reaſon, yet what will innocence 
avail before an earthly tribunal, WH 


_ crowned heads become accuſers, and re- 
ſerve to themſclves the right to pronounce. 


ſentence ?— 
cenſure, is but a weak defence againſt 7 


In ſuch cafe, the por! 75 


ower of confederate monarchs, for ulelc!: 


| 4 Fngſe muſt yield to uſeful prudence. 


Ng 


* 


CT 3 


No perſon can blame doctor Carroll's 
feelings at the diſagreeable recollection 


of the fall of an illuſtrious ſociety of 


which he had been a member. But 


Aiiſtotle's rule is invariably to be fol- 


lowed, “ If Plato be dear to me, truth 
/; dearer.”” Abbe de Matzel, one of the 
oſt celebrated Jeſuits of Bavaria, in 
his funeral oration on Ganganelli, is far 


tom attributing to him any /ni/ter views. 

And the more celebrated father de Neu- 
vile, whoſe eloquence had ſuch charms 
tor lord Cheſterheld, recommended at 


death a reſpe& incapable of belying 
;t!clf, towards the holy ſee, and the 


pontiff who filled it. Contrary to the 
mary courſe of things, what was moſt 


gel to give permanency to the order, 


was the very cauſe of the downfal of the 
Jetuits ; viz. their great credit, power 
and authority. They have literally 
veritied the remark of Tacitus, hat 
eminent virtue, is liable to ervy. ** Siniſtra 
en ga eminentes interpretatio, nec minus 
** periculum ex magna fama, quam ex 
„mala.“ Candour and truth will, 
cope, hereafter induce doctor Carroll 
_ to a{cribe the fall of his ſociety to the 
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_ foregoing cauſes, and not the fiaiſter views 


of 
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( 72 
of a ponty,, whom Biceps has revered, 
and whoſe memory will be tranſmitted 
to future ages, IN CHARACTERS OF 111- 
MORTALITY, | 


1 remain, Sir, 
Your affectionate 


Humble ſervant, | 


2309 


| Corb January 6 „ | ARTHUR O'LEARY, 
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TO THE 


| The Penal Laws 


LETTER rxom CANDOUR 


Right Honourable Lvxs Gans 


On his Bill for the Repeal of a Part of | 
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vernment, it was reſolved, not only to 


exonerate them from a part of the 


_mrevious burthen of penal ſtatutes, 


which they had ſo long, and ſo patiently 


borne; but likewiſe 5 inveſt them with 


uch civil and religious privileges, as 
their own virtues and conduct, as ſub- 
jets and citizens, had merited on the one 


hand; and the political intereſts of the 


Britich empire in general, ſeemed /oud!y 


e demand, on the other. For this pur- 
- c Mr. Gardiner was ordered to bring 


„ BILL, which is the ſubject of the 
follow ing Letter, into THE IR1SH HOUSE OF | 
C0+1110Ns 3 Which, as it contained ſeve- 
ral © lauſes, il ſuited to the 178 he 


5 ber and enlightened age, was as ſeverely 


INTRODUCTION. 


FTER the catholics of Ireland 

had given the moſt unequivocal 

3 N of their loyalty and firm attach- 
ment to. his Majeſty's perſon and go- 
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cenſured by the moſt reſpectable mem. 
bers of that honourable houſe, as by the 
candid part of the nation at large. 


apology. 5 


6 


THE fublime and beautiful author of a 


ſmall pamphlet lately publiſhed on this 
ſubject,“ with that philanthropic ſpirit 


which marks his character as the //-e:4- 


ous advocate of a depreſſed people, how 
different ſoever their ſentiments in . 


ligion may be from his own, points out 


ſeveral inſtances wherein Mr. Gardine“, 


bill is, not only oppoſite to the princi- 


ples of humanity, but likewiſe 1con- 
ſiſtent with the maxims of ſound policy. 


And our author, whoſe feelings as « 


_ catholic eccleſiaſtic were rouſed by uch 
of its obnoxious clauſes as he apprehended 
might hereafter operate to the cu. 
dice of his religion, remonſtratcs gain 


them with the firmneſs of a TERTULLI av 
in the following manly and ſpuited 


* Entitled, A LETTER FROM A DISTINGUi5!1LD 


ENGLISH COMMONER TO A PEER OF [81.14% 
on the Repeal of a Pait of the Penal Law: 5 


_ the Irith Catholics. 


b A LETTER 


SIR! 


L VERY veneration, every reſpef, 
is due to a gentleman who is the 


firſt, 1n the long period of an hundred 


years, to take a few links from the heavy 


chain of bondage. Had you lived in 
antient times, and ſtept 1 in to the relief 
of two millions of your fellow ſubjects, 
thole ſtates, which decreed the civic 
crown as a reward for preſerving the 
| life of a citizen, would have erected 
2 ſtat ues in your honour, and eternized 
pour memory. A more glorious monu- 
| ment is erected in the breaſts of the 
_ Catholics of this kingdom, as well for 
You, as for thoſe gentlemen who have 


lu; ported, and are ſtill inclined to ſup- 


bott, the cauſe of humanity. This is 
nor the language of adulation. Gratl- 


prompts Truth dictates. 
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dds... Die. Ado 


3 
Tux liberty I ſhall take in the courſe 
of this letter, of paſſing my opinion on 
a part of your bill, exculpates me om 
the imputation of flattery. 


 Wrirn regard to the whole comj'lex 
of the bill, I leave it to the diſcuſſion ot 
other writers, who have taken up thc 
ſubject let them canvaſs it thorous ly, 


'The voice of the public 1s, that the 
catholics of this kingdom deſerve a gt 
deal more That people of property, 


Whether real or perſonal, ſhould have 

arms to defend it; whereas the plunderet 
of other people's, property, the aſſaſſin, 
the robber, will have arms, maugte 
every prohibition. Penal laws arc re- 
ſtraints on the honeſt, the virtrons, 
the induſtrious. No laws can bind the 
Profligate. The general voice is, that 


the bar—the . army the navy t! e re⸗ 
venue fſhould be thrown open to the 
votarics of every religion, according te 


their merit. That more effectual mcans 


ſhould be taken, in order to diff a 


ſpirit of excrtion and vigour | through | 
the torpid maſs of a languid and de- : 
jected community 1 and that by Our 
_ quibbles, and on account of our dit. 


terence in modes of worſhip, we fhould 
5 5 * „ 9 


1 


no longer reſemble the two knights- 


errant who fought about a ſtatue, the 


one part whereof was painted white, the 
other black, without diſcovering their 


miſtake until each was ſeverely woun- | 


ded, and i in the conmurr, e their 
lirection. - 


T HE general voice is, that if this 


ſolace be examined on the grounds of 
religion, religion gives it its ſanction; for, 


* here does religion exclude the brave 
and virtuous "a the rights of citizens 
and ſubjects : if on {ound policy, Wiſdom 
wales her voice, and proclaims it ber 


WI Oye. 


Bur 30 Sade to dhe point which 
chiefly regard the ſubject of this letter. 


In io enlightened an age, it was little 
-xpected that the ſanguinary laws of 


the Tudors or Stuarts, would be again 


revived—that a ſincere conſcience, how 


ever crroneous, would become the ob- 
that the 
catholic clergy of this kingdom, Who 
have exerted themſelves in times of dan- 
<rand trouble, and deſerved ſo well of 
the community, ſhould be ſingled out 
victims of lauer in a land of 


ject of vindictive ſtatutes- 


der ty, 
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ſpires, ſteeples, minerets and pro. t«- 


| and architecture Which ſuch boi 
| VU 


( 8 ) 
liberty, where chriſtians of every deno- 


mination, as well as unbelievers, have the 
privilege of thinking and acting as they 


pleaſe, provided they neither rob, ſteal, 
murder, nor commit thoſe crimes which 


ſap the foundations of morality, or diſ- 
ſolve the bands of ſociety, or that Mr. 


Gardiner's hand, which nature has 
formed for applying the balſam to the 


ſore, ſhould point out to the fanatic 1 
the Informer, the ſcabbard, from which 


He 1s to draw, the ruſty dagger of per- 
| ſecution. 5 


1 do not talk here Sir, of the P! N 


: hibition to have ſteeples and bel!“ 
would as ſoon and as fervently © 1 


prayers at the ſound of an old Jon | 
as if all the bells in the city were chm. 


ing. I am nevertheleſs ſurprized, that | 
ſuch veſtiges of gothic . —＋ 


Turkiſh ſuperſtition, as to preclude t 


rearing of ſteeples, or the ule ot | 
could be traced in a civilized co: muy; 
Whereas, a multitude and variety of 


. pn 


brics, ſupported by ſtately columns and 


_ arches, are the pen ornaments { ty 


can have: beſides the taſte for {cul;'' 1!!! 
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count of the certainty of the hour. 


En 


would produce the number of ingeni- 
ous artiſans and workmen employed— 


materials conſumed, and the convenience 
ariſing on Sundays to houſekeepers and 
ſervants, who would know to a minute, 


at the laſt toll of the bell, when prayers 


would begin, and loſe leſs time, on ac- 


de to the education of children, em- 
bitrers fg Sweets of the connub:al tres. A 


I vo not talk here of theſe intermarriages | 
zou would introduce between catholics 
and proteſtants ; ſo far, they have my 
| hearty approbation : for MARRIAGE is 
the great tye of ſociety. The proteſtant 
who marries my ſiſter, becomes my 
brother : : both families become one, and 
upon every occaſion acquire additional 
ſtrength, by his union; hence thoſe pri- 
mitive laws which prohibited relations 
within certain degrees of kindred to in- 
terwarry, were founded as much in the 
dom of policy, as in reverence to re- 
ligion. Perſons prohibited to intermarry 
with their relations, ſued for connec- 
tions with other families: thus ſociety 
extended and became more united. So far 
the bill is good. But the provio, which 


nfiicts ſevere penalties on one party re- 


child 
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ſuaſions, becomes the partizan of one, 


before he can diſtinguiſh. Upon any 


diſpute that may ariſe concerning the 


meaning of this act, the affair is to 


determined in chancery. Let the oracle 


of the law be ever ſo equitably incline, 


he will be under the neceſſity of ba 15 
ing recourſe to the rule, FAVoRES S 


AM LIAN DI. Ii favourable matters, 


law muſt bear a favourable and extenſive c. 
firudtion : the caſe will conſequently be 


decided in favour of the $697 0/6 pu- 
rent, as it was in his, or her favour, thc 


act was framed ; and a catholic fathe: 
who thinks himſelf in the right, mult 


be a Mrz in the preſence of his 1 


dren, without daring to catechiſe then 


for the ſpace of fourteen years : os 


ſame can be ſaid of the catholic mother. 
Moreover, as marriage is founded on an 
equality, why ſhould the marriage of a 


proteſtant and catholic be waſid, en 


ſlolemnized by a proteſtant cler; gyman. 
and null when celebrated by 4 catholic 


paſtor, ſince each ſhould have an «<ul | 


juriſdiction over his own flock. 11 


clauſe thould either be expunge!, 


* 1 RA > „ nne 


FRE, the following amendment. 


1 marriage to be valid, Whether 
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© celebrated by a proteſtant, or catho- \v 
lic clergyman—the children to be = 
„ reared up as their parents think fit, 
and be at liberty to follow and pro- 
„ fefs which of the two religions they 
like beſt.” Tis probable they will 
copy after the parent who ſets the beſt 
example. Ns . 


I do not talk of the clauſe about re- 
guütering the popiſh clergy, though it 
wounds the feelings and delicacy of a ü 
man of honour. Moravians, AN TIxop; | 
MIANS, SECEDARS, HERENHUTTERS, in 4 
a word, the preachers and teachers of 78 
_ 1nnumerable ſects and claſſes of diſ- 4 


ſenting chriſtians, are not regiſtered. 5 i 
Ihe Britiſh parliament in reſcuing the j 


catholic clergy from the clutches of in⸗- = [ 
formers, did not ſubject them to ſuch _ 1 
humiliating formalities, but left them to —_ Ji 
themſelves, without medling with their 
bead, breviaries, juriſdiction, ordina- 
tion, or ecclifiaſtical polity. It was be- 
_neath the dignity and wiſdom of that 
lexiflative body, to enter into the 
Wh ati of eccleſiaſtical regulations for 1 
or 2 body of men who cannot acquire any | 
advantage in a ſtate where the eſtablihed 
14108 is different from their own, but 
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the liberty of exerciſing it anmab/ed, and 
who, by their religious principles, ca. 


not recognize any ſpiritual juriſdiction 
in a lay tribunal. 


In civilized countrics there are gene- 
rally but three claſſes of people re- 
giſtered; viz, the proſtitutes in Rome and 

Leghorn, the galley ſlaves in Breſt and 
elſewhere, and he pariſb beggars in Eng- 
land. It is the good fortune of an Ins 
ECCLESIASTIC to give riſe to, and be pro- 
moted to the rank of a fourth order of 
mobility. This law was enacted in the 
__ gloomy times of perſecution, to the 
| wor i as well as ſcandal of the hu- 
mane. As the catholic clergy of this 
kingdom are a treacherous, obnoxious 
ſet of beings, who have ſworn to over- 
turn the ſtate, and place the Pretender 
on the throne, it is but juſt to ſuſpend 
a label from their necks engraved with 
the words, Habet Jenum in cornu ! How: 
ever, as a man's name is no crime, | 
I have no further exception to the 
1 5 enrolment of their names and ſur- 
FF» Names. 


= Bur the principal, and moſt extras. 


0 ordinary claule of the bill, is now ow 


n 

canvaſſed. All the pains, penalties, 
tranſportation, &c. are revived againſt 
thoſe eccleſiaſtics, who either directly or 
indirectiy pervert any proteſtant to the 
popiſh religion. By thele two words 
DIRFCTLY or INDIRECTLY, What a field 
is there not opened to perjured wit- 


and ſanguinary judges, if ſuch may be 


directly or inairectly, the duelliſt, who 
in deſiance of the laws thruſts his 
nd;realy and without any deſign. 

his. Gracious Heaven, Sir! what Find 


becomes that inſtant an outlaw ? 


neſſesſubtil lawyers—fanatical jurors, 


found. If a reward were aſſigned to 
a man for healing a ſore in another, 


word into his antagoniſt's breaſt, and 
by this means cures bim of an impoſthume, 
could ſue for his fee; he cured him 


In the original act I do not recollect 
to have read the words, directly or in- 
__Grecily, which Mr. Gardiner inſerts in 


| of munter muſt not a catholic be ſuppoſed, 
whereas, whoever embraces his religion, 


Acconbix to the enumeration made 
dome years ago by the Royal Society, 
Mere were SIXT Y-FOUR different religions 
1 the three kingdoms ; that is to ſay, 

EE M 4 . double 
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624 
double the number of jarring ſets, 18 
there are winds that blow from the 
thirty-two points of the mariner's cn 
paſs. All theſe religions ſhift and bs 
as they think fit; and why not? 
liberty of thinking and chu fing, is the e 
_ right of man, A proteſtant lawyer, and 
methodiſt preacher, turned Quake! © the 
other day at Waterford. I knew a catho- 
lic, who would fain ſecure his eſtatc on 
the one hand, but could never dif 

the oath of abjuration on the other; 

4; he put on Dos; brimmed hat, without 
J LL coat, with a few buttons 
changed his dialect from you and ye, int 

 THmov and THEE ; went to the ken 5 
meeting, GROANED IN THE $PIRIT, 25 4 
thus ſecured his property, wit! 
calling God to witneſs to what he cull 

not believe. Su ppoſe this man, 9 
ſeveral beſides, wh in a ſtate of health 
diſguije their religion from worldly mot uc, 
took ſome ſerious thought 41H ⁰ 

I moment when the maſh is to be torn , an 
i: ſent for a clergyman, muſt an beclef aſtic 

| 1 who complies with the duties of hi1 

miminiſtry be conveyed in a cart to the 

r gallows, or tranſported like a comm! 

J „ affording him his cha! ritable 
aſſiſtance at that critical Jundture © Of: 
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what does ſociety gain, or how is it in- 


toreſted in forcing him to die in hypocriſy 
aud deſpair ? | 


SupPOSE one of thoſe ſectaries, whoſe 


religion conſiſts in beating the buſhes 
early on Sunday morning with a pole, 
in hopes that the deſired of all nations would 
appear to him, converſed with a catholic 
clergyman who would explain hie re- 
ligion to him, and exchange his pole for 


a p»þifh prayer book, pe» % this clergyman 


| be treated 4 4 vutlaw, for telling him 


his mind ? or what does Ireland lole by 


| ſitting this enthufiaſt's brain, and procur- 
"= Ih aim a ſound ſle d on Sunday, till 
| aborc eleven o'clock? whereas this 
e ſides refreſhing him after his 
C labour, will give him new 
ength and vigour, for the work of 
the enſuing day, e 


SIXY-FOUR d-4;crent religions, ſome 
o! which deny l ptiſm itſelf, and thou- 
lands of unbelice who conſider religion 
a5 4 dream, Ta” e at large in a land of 
liberty, EXCEPT ONE, Should an indi- 
vidual of any of the remaining ſixty- 
threc, or even £2 unbeliever himſelf be- 


come A CATHOLIC, and ſend for a clergy- 


man, 
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man, who in conſcience cannot refuſe 
his aſſiſtance, the one is perſecuted t- 
following the diftates of his conſcience, 51:4 


the other, for complying with what he 
deems, the obligation of charity; and by 
implication, both are conſidered as n. 
worthy to live here, or enjoy eternal 


felicity hereafter, let their lives be cen 


o moral or virtuous. 0 


TE proteſtant religion, Sir, in your 


opinion, hoaſts it®'&--jne origin, the k. 

ledge of the ſcriſt , ain Vp fuperi 
abilities of its m miſters wheti p. in 2 
competition with thoſe of the be R 
; clergy of this kingdom. It 18 MU! ET 
incumbered with Tels myſteries, and s 
leſs reſtraints, both on the reaton an, 
ſenſes of man, though it does not en- 


courage vice, nor countenance any ſiſ- 


order. It has beſides, all temporal ad- 

vantages—honours—dignities, &c. laid 
open to its profeſſors? In a word, you | 

are convinced that it\has God to 8 : 


port it on the one hand, and the ſplen- 


dor of this world on the other. It 
gained'ground, when its foes were more 
powerful and numerous than at pre- 


ſent, 


(ive 


- $6 


Gex not the public then, direfily or 
indirely, to underſtand, that you dil- 


truſt the ſolidity of its foundations, by 
fencing it with the BRAZEN WALLS of 


proſcriptions and perſecution. Let the 


fabric ſtand, without new tempering 
the cement that unites its ſtones with 
the blood or tears of a fellow creature. 
Hang me, Sir, if I would purchaſe a 

kingdom at the expence of the life, or 
liberty of a proteſtant or catholic clergy- 
man, guilty of no other crime but that 
of giving me his ſpiritual aſſiſtance when 

{ /olicited bis aid or aſk his advice, or 

when another does the {ame. 


Wurz fotne pretendedly zealous Peers | 

o poſed the relaxation of the penal laws 
wink the catholic clergy of England, 
on the ground of ſecuring the eſtabliſhed 

g religion againſt the invaſions of popery, 


the lord Chancellor wiſely remarked, 


That nothing was more natural to a 
man, who believed himſel, in the right, 
© than to wiſh every other perſon to be 
of his own way of thinking; and that 
it is equally cruel and abjur of) to permit 


R 


«5 


man to hve in ſociety, and deprive 


im, at the lame time, of the liberty of 
' profeſſing his religion.“ The catholic 


clergy 
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clergy of this kingdom, do not intend 


to deceive their proteſtant neighbours, 
whatever opinion others may have of 
their religion, *tis evident they think 


themſelves in be right, as it won be 


unaccountable madneſs in them indecd, 
to ſuffer for what they deem wrong | 


To be plain. When a fellow creature, 
of any denomination, calls for their 


_ aſſiſtance, they are bound in con{cience 
to adminiſter it; and heir conſerence, were 

they doomed to burn in Parat 
BRAZEN BULL, they are fully determine 


never to betray, They have encountuicd 


perſecution | under Various ſhapes, for 2 0 


almoſt three hundred years; and ue 


ſtill ready to /eal their doctrine wit! 
| their blood, They never go at the head 
of a mob to break open ky 
their ſacraments upon any, not even up- 
on thoſe of their own communion. e 
rieject à victim that is dragged by violence 
tO the altar. They do not go to the 
Houſes of proteſtants to perver? them: 
nor do they erect evangelical ſtages n 
the ſtreets, or hold no&urnal convent: 
cles, the better to infuſe their er i 
minds, the more open to deluſion, 45 
the ſenſes are the leſs on their g. 


oors, and /irce 


In 


(- ot } 


in company they do not damp the _ 


and innocent converſation with the 
crating language of controverſy ; nor 


upbraid their neighbours with damna- 


ble errors. If aſked, in a civil manner, 


on what grounds they believe ſuch and 
ſuch jo. ph 3 they would be thought 


ſurly and unſociable, if they did not 


return a calm and civil anſwer. Under 


their oppreſſions they conſider them- 


ſelves as children of Iſrael, and of a mo- 


ther that begets few dwarfs or Murks, 


| for when queſtioned about their religion, 
they do not chuſe to anſwer by s16Nns. 
Dumb people they conſider as favourites 
ol the grand Signior's ſeraglio, and {till 
they aſk no queſtions about their neigh- 
bours religion; they have enough to 
mind and practiſe their own. It they 
are charged in the pulpit or prints, as 
they often are, with maintaining doftrines 
which they deteſt, the dignity of their 
functions, the honour of their character, 
and the juſtice due to TRUTH, forbid a 
tame acquieſcence under the odious im- 
putation; and in this they only avail 
_ themſelves of the privilege granted by 
the ſevereſt judge, to à criminal ar- 
_ Taigned at the bar, t ſpeak in his own de- 
Jence, They preach to their own flocks. 
25 1 in 
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6 
in open day; ſhould curioſity met 
others to come and hear them, they 
not ſhut the doors in their faces, no. 
treat them with rudeneſs and incivility ; 
good manners forbid it! and ſhou!. 
they keep their doors ht, they night 
then perhaps incur the ſuſpicion of 
hatching A POPISH PLOT. 


| Tnksx, Sir, are owl the modes of ber- 
verſion uſed by the catholic clergy of 
this kingdom. Indirect ones they irc. 
If ſuch modes of perverſion be puniſhable, 
let a law be paſſed to pluck out thc! 


_ tongues, and cut off their han: 


theyw ould not deſerve the ule of tho! 
organs, whoſe operation they would 
ſuſpend, when honour and conſetncs cal] 
forth. their exertion. 


On, if 5 of thought, and liberty ty 
to chuſe a religion, THE UNALIE E 
NIGHTS OF MAN, be crimes punithable 
with Pla} aa e tranſportation, KC. 
let the puniſhment fall on the perverl. 
Mult an innocent clergyman become i 

outlaw, becauſe, when he preaches t- to 
his own flock, anothes takes a fancy 70 % 
doetrine ? though this likewiſe is the . 
dire cauſe of his perverſion: Naſt to 


hang 
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hang, becauſe charity and conſcience 
when another demands it? or is the catho- 
lic religion /o peſtiferous, that if I ad- 


miniſter and another perſon embrace it, 
deſerve an odious quarantine of proſcrip- 


carcaſs infected with the plague? If our 
rulers believe catholics to be compoſed 
of ſuch poiſonous ingredients, they thould 


time, out of the kingdom. Some may 


countering them; and that no real dan- 
ger can be apprehended from ſuch a 


il difference of time, change of cir- 


TEE LAWS, that at firſt ſeemed neceſ- 


compel me not to refuſe my aſſiſtance | 


tion and baniſhment, as if I touched a 


rather put them to the ſword, or baniſh 
them in one body, and, at the fame 


imagine that I figure monſters to myſelf, 
with a view to the ideal pleaſure of en- 


clauſe. It is quite the reverſe. On the 
enacting of new laws, or the revival of 
ones, the magiſtrates are more vigi- 
ant, and informers more on the watch. 
Examples give the firſt ſanttion to laws, and 
mil 1uttons acquire flabuity from precedents, 


carne. or the diſpoſitions of the _ 
people, render either uſeleſs or odious, 


tary, Should this odious clauſe paſs into ” 

 « /aw, our eyes perhaps may be again 

Ttealed with the glorious fight of a 
N 2 clergy- 
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clergyman in the funeral cart, con. 
ducted by armed legions to the place of 
a; | 


Tu world has ſet us the long-wiſhed 


for example to toleration. Let us not 


therefore revive in Ireland what they 


are doing away elſewhere. Let the 

_ clergy either be taken in one line 2 
the protection of the laws, or let them be 
left, as they have hitherto been, the 
mercy of their nerghbours. It a miferable 
ſpot of ground is to be granted to the 
Iriſh catholics, let it not be on the irc 
condition that it ſhall be watered with the 
| blood of their clergy. In a word, Sir! | 
Let not the annals of our gracions 
ſovereign king George the Third be 
ſtained with the ſpots of perſecution, 
whilſt the beams of religious toleration 
are ſhedding their benign influence, | 
not only on the infant ſtates of America, 
but through moſt of the nation: ot 
JJ) 
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FOR PUBLISHING, 
On a ſuperſine French Paper, 


| Engraved from the well known original 
Print, and by the fame Artiſt, 


Price Two Shillings, 


A SMALL PORTRAIT 
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Which may ſerve as ; well for a Frontifpicc: to his 
Works, as for framing, &c. 


Luck Gentlemen as are defirous of 
ſeſſing it for the above polen, on 
ſending their Names and Addrellcs to 
the Editor, P. Keating, No. 4, 4r-Sr', 
Piccadilly ; Or to Mr. Lew:s, Bookic| ler, 


in Great Ruſſel Street, Covent- Gar den, 


may depend on having the fuſt Im- 
breiten 1 


N. B. No Money - is required til! the 
Delivery of the Print, as it will not 
be put in Hand unleſs a certain Nπ]] 
ber of Gentlemen ſend in their > (ines | 


The following New Publications 
may be had of the Editor, 


PDP KEATING; 
No. 4, Air-Street, Piccadilly, viz. 


Volume Octavo, Price 58. 3d. in Boards. 


An Addreſs to the Roman Catholics 


Price 18. od. 


UAE: of a Part of the Penal Laws againſt 
the Iriſh nen Price 64. 


All G in the Bookſelling and: 
en Buſineſſes executed with 


punctuality, and on the moſt equitable 
Terms. 


A New and enlarged Edition, being 
the third, of Miſcellaneous Tracts, by 
the Rev. ARTHUR O'Leary, in One 


of the United States of America, by 
the Rev. Dr. CARROLL, enlarged from 
the Anapolis Edition, with a Preface 
and Poſtſcript; the ſecond Edition, 


A Letter from a diſtinguiſhed Englith 
Commoner to a Peer of Ireland, on the 
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